14%.  Loo baci^ 
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Missionary  family  adjusting  to  new  life 


I  tn*-* 
u  oiu 
c^  o  I 
u 

O  OW'D 


EDrrOR'S  NOTE:  When  Jeno 
Smith  was  a  teenage  boy,  he  heard  a 
missionaiy  speak  at  a  camp  in 
South  Carolina.  God  touched 
Smith's  heart  then  and  the  young 
man  kneiv  he  would  find  himself  on 
the  mission  field  someday.  Hes  in 
Brazil  today  after  a  seminary 
degive,  a  stint  as  a  youth  minister, 
and  time  put  in  as  a  missions  edu¬ 
cation  publication  editor  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  -  •  • 

Commission.  He  has  a  ivife,  Sherri, 

(an  MK  who  greu’  up  in  Brazil)  and 
two  children,  Andrea  and  Austin. 

What  follows  are  Smith's  reflections 
on  his  first  tioo  months  in  Brazil.  footing"  witl 

We  arrived!  Customs  was  so  more  verbally.  I 
much  easier  than  we  expected,  slowly.  I  give  and  receive  lots  of 
They  didn't  even  check  our  smiles.  For  the  next  few  months. 


house  a  few  days  before  we 
arrived  and  took  some  appli¬ 
ances  and  furniture.  At  least  it 
happened  before  we  got  here. 
Anarea  got  the  room  she  want¬ 
ed  and  Austin  has  a  backyard, 
complete  with  CTass  and  a  boxer 
named  Max.  Sherri  is  feeling  at 
home  faster  than  we  are,  but  this 
is  her  home  in  a  way. 

The  Brazilian  people  are  so 
Brotherhood  friendly  and  he^ful.  They  are 
'  \  hard-working.  The  Christians 

no  won- 
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hard-working 
shine  out  above  all  else, 

der.  I'm  so  excited  to  be  here!  -M  ft  S 

Today  we  begin  officially  "bare- 

the  language.  'Mm 

want  so  much  to  communicate  Gr 

PREPARING  TO  CO  —  Jeno  and  Sherri  Smith  share  a  computer 

,  '  ,  .  ,  „  -  7  - - - '  terminal  at  the  FMB  Missionary  Learning  Center  in  Rockville,  Va.. 

bags.  We  could  have  brought  reaUy  for  a  lifetime,  my  attitude  They  are  now  on  the  mission  field  in  Campinas,  Brazil.  The  call 

j  marks  a  return  for  Sherri,  an  MK  who  grew  up  in  Brazil,  and  the  cul- 

l&  ucold.  It  s  so  wmdy.  But  it  The  other  missionaries  here  . 

seems  so  right  for  us  to  be  here,  are  lifesavers  as  we  learn  our 
Someone  broke  into  our  way  around  Campinas.  We  are 


loving  it  and  adjusting  to  it.  We  Andrea  and  Austin  go  to  a 
live  on  the  other  side  of  the  city  Brazilian  school.  It  was  tough 
from  most  of  them,  but  they  at  first,  especially  for  Andrea, 
have  been  a  huge  help  to  us.  The  kids  picked  on  her  because 
We  went  out  for  dinner  the  she  has  light  hair.  Things  are 
other  night  and  the  waiter  better  now. 
thought  we  said  full  orders  After  language  class  I  spend 
when  we  tried  to  ask  for  half,  a  lot  of  time  in  the  park  and 
He  brought  a  mountain  of  food  with  the  merchants  around  the 
and  it  cost  $60.  We  asked  for  park.  They  sell  sliced  coconuts, 
something  to  take  the  food  I  try  to  share  with  them- Much 
home  in,  and  they  charged  us  of  it  is  acted  out  to  try  and 
for  the  containers  too!  But  what  show  them  what  I  mean.  I  am 
should  we  expect?  It  cost  $46  to  trying  to  build  relationships, 
gas  up  our  tiny  car!  Austin  and  I  are  gonna  go  fly 

I  am  beginning  to  be  able  to  kites  tomorrow.  V\fe  made  our 
talk  to  people.  Yesterday  I  went  first  homemade  kite.  We  can't 
to  the  bank  and  got  money  wait  to  fly  it. 
myself  without  any  help.  Then  This  has  all  been  better  than 
y"  I  went  to  a  mechanic  and  got  I  expected.  But  I  really  didn't 

^  the  oil  changed  in  the  car,  know  what  to  expect.  The  peo- 

:  again,  no  help.  That  was  a  great  pie,  the  neighborhood,  we  are 

day.  Driving  has  been  a  hoot,  reeling  a  part  of  thir^gs  now.  I'm 
n  Lines  and  arrows  mean  noth-  so  grateful  to  Southern  Baptists 
ing.  The  nose  goes.  That's  the  for  the  opportunity  to  be  nere. 
saying,  ^fou  just  stick  your  nose  What  an  opportunity.  It's  one  of 
out  there  and  eo.—  a  lifetime  for  me. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


MBCB  to  expand 


The  SBC  Peace  Committee  adopts  two  statements  —  on  theolo- 
^  and  denominational  politics  —  during  an  intense  10th  meeting. 
Chairman  Charles  Fuller  says  the  two  statements  "form  the  basis 
for  reconciliation"  after  more  than  seven  years  of  controversy. 


MissionMes  anointed 


Julia  Otis  of  Tupelo  is  elected  the  first  female  secretary  of  the 
Mi^issippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB)  executive  commit¬ 
tee  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  board  immediately  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Carey  recei^s  larigest  gift 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  approves  creation  of 
an  advisory  committee  for  "The  Baptist  Record  "  Named  to  the 
committee  are;  Norman  W.  Cox,  J.  D.  Franks,  Webb  Brame,  W.  L. 
Day,  Joe  T.  Odle,  C.  B.  Hamlett  HI,  and  E.  D.  Hurst. 


90-year  olcUdll  teaching 


God  was  there 


Jn  our  loud,  crowded.  Baptist,  you  should  have  been 
hurrv-up,  spiritually-  there,  too. 
empty  culture,  there  is  a  place  The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
where  Christians  can  still  sense  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
the  unmistakable  presence  and  Convention  chose  Mississippi 
power  of  Almighty  God.  for  the  final  missionary 

It's  called  a"  missionary  appointment  service  of  19%  to 
appointment  service.  highlight  the  faithfulness  of 

God  is  there  because  he  has  this  state's  2,000  Southern 
called  these  men  and  women  Baptist  churches,  which  sup- 
into  the  most  important  work  port  missions  out  of  proportion 
of  all  —  giving  everyone  on  to  the  rest  of  the  Southern 
earth  the  opportunity  to  Baptist  Convention. 

I  come  into  a  right  rela-  First  Church,  Brookhaven, 
tionship  with  the  Father  and  First  Church,  Jackson,  give 
througn  his  Son,  Jesus  more  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christ  (John  3:16).  Christmas  Offering  each  year 

God  is  there  because  than  any  other  church  in  the 
he  wants  his  missionar-  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
ies  to  know  that  in  times  In  1995,  Mississippi  led  the 
of  criticism,  crisis,  dis-  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
couragement,  and  dan-  per-member 
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.iving  to  Lottie 
Moon,  with  ftewanee  Church, 
Toomsuba,  and  Pace  Church, 
Pace,  at  the  top  of  the  list  in  the 
top  state  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

There  are  much  larger 
churches  in  the  denomination, 
but  none  more  faithful  in  their 
financial  support  of  foreign 
missions  than  the  churches  of 
.Mississippi. 

When  the  Southern  Baphst 
Brotherhood  Commission 
asked  Mississippi  churches  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  for  200  boxes  of 
food  for  starving  North 
Koreans,  the  churches  sent  over 
1,300  boxes  along  with  more 


who  call  after  his  Son's 
name  to  support  and 
encourage  his  missionar¬ 
ies  through  constant 
prayer  and  sacrificial 
giving  (1  Cor.  4:2). 

God  was  there  on  Dec.  8, 
when  thousands  of  Christians 
witnessed  the  appointment  of 
51  new  Southern  Baptist  for¬ 
eign  missionaries  at  First 
Church,  Jackson  fsee  pages  three 
ana  four  of  this  issue). 

If  you  are  a  Mississippi 


lan  enough  monev  to 


for  before  the  end  of  the 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


year. 

When  it  comes  to  winning 
the  world  to  Christ,  Mississippi 
Baptists  are  the  shining  light  on 
the  highest  hill. 

To  God  be  the  glory! 


shipping  the  52  toris  of  food  to 
the  other  side  of  the  world. 

That's  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  way. 

As  the  month  of  December 
winds  down, 

churches  across  the 
state  will  be  stretch¬ 
ing  to  meet  their 
ambitious  Lottie 
Moon  Offering 

goals.  Be  sufe  to 
make  your  ■.  gift 


LotUe  Mom 
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ftishions  change  and  gen- 
erations  come  and  go,  but 
Handel's  "Messiah"  continues 
to  be  the  most-performed  and 
well-attended  musical  compo¬ 
sition  in  America  and  England. 

There  are  two  reasons  why 
this  musical  score  has  lasted  so 


followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
audience. 

Thus  was  bom  a  tradition 
that  has  lasted  for  more  than 
250  years. 

Handel  personally  c^duct- 
ed  more  than  30  perfonnances 
of  "Messiah,"  raising  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds  for  charity. 

A  Handel  biographer  wrote. 


I  Guest  Opinion: 

'Messiah'  has  its  rewards 

By  Buddy  McElroy,  Minister  of  Music, 
Liberty  Church,  Liberty 
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—  The  words  are  enhrely 

Scriptural,  and  Then  two  unforeseen  events  He  comi 

—  musicologists  like  Donald  CKCurred.  A  friend  named  nine  days.  1 

Neven  of  the  Eastman  School  of  Charles  Jennings  gave  Handel  the  Messia 
Music  agree  that  "Messiah"  the  libretto  (text)  for  "Messiah"  man's  reject 
was  written  with  the  help  of  a  at  almost  the  same  time  Handel  r^emption 
source  higher  thaiT  mere  received  a  commission  to  pro-  CWysixa 
humanity.  duce  a  musical  composition  for  needed  to  cc 

"Messiah"  (no  "The"  in  the  a  charity  benefit.  hymn  of  Tl 

title)  is  unlike  any  other  compo-  Handel  became  so  absorbed  Messiah's  o\ 
sition  of  George  Frideric  in  setting  the  libretto  to  music  "Messiah 
Handel,  a  Christian  man  who  that  he  aid  not  leave  his  room  April  13, 
experienced  many  hardships  for  three  weeks,  rarely  stopping  pounds  for 
and  was  rejected  tor  his  musi-  to  eat  or  sleep.  142  men  fro 

cal  style.  In  six  days  he  completed  When  Ha 

In  1741,  Handel  was  miser-  part  one,  known  as  the  ed  "Messial 
ably  discouraged,  swimming  in  Christmas  portion  because  it  II  of  Englan( 
debt,  and  driving  himself  deals  with  the  prophecy  of  so  mov^  1 
relentlessly  to  recover  from  one  God's  plan  to  redeem  humani-  "Hallelujah 
failure  after  another.  ty  through  the  Messiah.  rose  to  his  fi 
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^^®HryiLLE,  Tenn.  (BP) — Southern  Baptist  Conv«ition 
CooMnnve  P*iogram  n^ts  kx  the  month  of  November  totaled 
nuHte  than  the  same  month  in  19%,  accordii^to 
Mooib  n.  Chapman,  pm^ent  and  chief  executive  of  the  SBC 
Execnove  Committee. 

OBb  for  November  1996  reached  $13,934,056  compared  to 
NwBlilau  1995  of  $10743,%5,  an  increase  (rf  $3,190400  or  29.69%. 
For  ttie  first  two  monfos  of  tire  9BC's  1996-97  fiscal  year,  CP 
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PublisEK-tl  weekly  exiept  wimAs  oI  IuIv  4 
and  (  hristmas  hy  the  Mississippi  BaiRist 
Convi-nlion  Board.  SIS  Mississi|)pi  Street, 
l.ukson,  MS  P»201.  SutMsriptKKi  $8.  tS  |)ef 
year  p.ival)le  in  advaixe.  Eiunoniy  plans 
avail.ihle  Rk  icxjperaling  Mississiiipi 
<  hint  h<.s  Periixticals  pirstage  p,iid  at 
las  kson,  MS  Member,  Assex  lation  of  Stale 
Baptist  Papers. 


$22448/)B2,  which  ia  mFJOJ,  c 
given  in  the  same  period  of  19%. 
The  range  of  thfo  Y* 


$2,586,16610 

whid3ia$t3f 


to  the  same  period  in  the 


•wxrjr  loiajea  compared  to  the  same  pern 

fiacal  year  of  $21,681 438,  an  tncrefree  of  $4467434  cm 


mcae  foaiLttuit  given  in  November  of  1! 
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Executive  committee  adds  MBCB  positions 


By  Urn  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communications  Director 

the  challenge 

In  response  to  the  news  that  Cooperative 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  budget,  which 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  has  if  the  budget  h 
accumulated  a  90-day  operating  The  propos. 
reserve,  the  MBCB  Executive  the  Executi' 
Committee  agreed  on  a  plan  to 
utilize  the  interest  on  the  reserx^e 
to  fimd  MBCB  staff  positions  and  operaHng  reserve 
the  Partnership  Missions  office.  Two  of  the  ne 

MBCB  executive  director-  tions  will  be  in  th 
treasurer  Bill  Causey  told  the  Department,  w 
committee,  meeting  at  the  "Sonny"  Adkins  i 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  on  —  A  full-time 
D^.  3,  that  the  reserve  has  been  sultant,  replacing 
achieved  more  than  six  months  position  vacate« 
earlier  than  expected  "based  on  Fancher,  who  reti 
a  conservative  Dusiness  policy,"  —  A  youth  ev. 
and  is  currently  providing  sultant,  allowing 
approximately  $30(1,000  _  per  of  several  of  the  y 
year  in  interest.  ”  ministries  of  MBc 

The  committee  approved  The  third  posi 
Causey's  request  to  add  three  executive  direct 
staff  members  and  to  fund  the  office,  developing 
Partnership  Missions  office.  and  providing  lia 


Previously,  partnership  of  possible  joint  strategy  among 
work  had  been  funded  through  other  denominations  and  non- 
'ortion  of  the  denominational  groups, 
rogram  (CP)  Causey  said  that  in  recent 
available  only  years  public  pressure  has  "been 
a  surplus.  Wstematically  taking  away  the 

)  approved  by  Christian  witness  of  our 
Committee  schools." 
would  cost  about  $250,000  of  Causey  said  the  new  staffer, 
the  interest  generated  by  the  likely  a  layman,  for  example 

could  organize  Christian  coach- 
si-  es  to  hmd  summer  basketball 
;m  clinics  away  from  schools  "and 
A.  deliberately  use  their  witness." 

Other  areas  of  possible  work 
)n-  would  be  in  developing 
ne  Christian  fellowships  of  such 
les  groups  as  school  administrators 
or  attorneys,  and  in  providing 
>n-  foUow-im  to  Baptist  participation 
on  in  the  rellowsnip  of  Christian 
red  Athletes  or  Promise  Keepers. 

Causey  noted  that  the  new 
the  work  "in  no  way  touches  or 
r's  impinges  on  the  Brotherhood 
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Frank  Gunn,  pastor  of  First  ation  for  the  su 
Church,  Biloxi,  and  a  FMB  Mississippi  churcl 
trustee,  offered  a  prayer  of  ded-  eign  missions  an( 
ication  for  the  work  of  the  new  Moon  Christmas 
missionaries.  Foreign  Missions. 

In  the  most  emotional  First  Church, 
moment  of  the  service,  many  of  and  First  Church,  J 
the  people  in  attendance  sur-  for  several  years  L 
roundea  the  new  missionaries  Southern  Baptist 
and  placed  their  hands  on  them  (SBC)  in  girts  tc 
during  Gunn's  prayer.  Moon  Offering. 

FMB  President  jerry  Rankin,  In  addition, 
a  Mississippi  native  and  gradu-  churches  in  1995  le 
ate  of  Mississippi  College  in  per-member  givi 
Clinton,  told  the  near-capacity  Lottie  Moon  Offeri 
crowd  in  his  charge  to  the  mis-  Church,  Toomsub 
isonaries,  "I  believe  this  is  the  Church,  Pace,  led  ^ 
last  generation  of  missionaries." 

Rankin  read  from  jer. 
where  Cod  told  the  prophet 
Sunday  Jeremiah  to  go  to  the  potter's 
lembers  house  and  watch  as  the  potter 
isionary  reshaped  a  flawed  pot  on  his 
-potter's  wheel.  *  . 

I  senior  1  le  recountecThow  he  felt  in  |[|II 

)verseas  1952,  when  he  attended  a  Billy 
on  the  Graham  Crusade  in  the  stadi- 
t  foreign  um  behind  Bailey  Junior  High 
cent  trip  School  in  Jackson. 
areas  of  As  he  left  the  stadium  stands 
and  walked  across  the  football 
r  of  First  field  during  the  time  of  com- 
,  Tenn.,  mitment  that  night,  Rankin  said 
IB  board  he  remembered  thinking,  "1 
■  formal  wish  everyone  in  the  world 
the  mis-  could  know  Jesus." 
s.  "It  was  at  that  moment  God 

were  put  me  on  the  potter's  wheel," 

1  by  the  and  changed  nis  life  forever, 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 
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In  left  photo,  Mississi|> 
pian  jerry  Rankin  (standing, 
second  from  left),  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  (FMB), 
joins  an  unidentified  FMB 
trustee  (standing,  second 
from  right)  and  ethers  in  a 
prayer  of  dedication  for  a 
missiooary^tamily  apipointcd. 
during  the  Dec.  8  missionary 
appointment  service  at  First 
Church,  jackson.  In  right 
photo,  newly-appoirtted  mis¬ 
sionary  Celeste  R.  Corey,  a 
member  of  Friendship 
Church,  Grenada,  gives  h^ 
testimony  during  the  service. 
Corey  will  serve  in  southern 
Asia  and  the  Pacifk:  as  an 
education  coreuhzuit  for  chil¬ 
dren  <rf  missionaries.  (Photos 
by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.)  - 


First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 


National 
Lottie 
Moon  goal: 
$1  ()(),()()(), 000 


lorrv  Rankin,  president 
Foreign  Mission  Board 


Frank  Gunn,  pastor 
First  Church,  Biloxi 


Bill  Blanchard,  chairman 
FMB  Board  of  Trustees 


Avery  Willis,  senior  v.p. 
FMB  Overseas  Operations 


Your  Gift: 


Ann-Lynn  (left)  and  Moses  Cheng  Pan  (center)  of  Cupertino, 
California,  missionary  appointees  with  Cooperative  Services 
International,  enjoy  refreshment  with  Frances  Smira  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  at  a  reception  in  the  Latimer  House  on  the  campus  of 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton.  The  reception  honored  participants 
in  the  Dec.'’8  rriissionary  appointment  service  at -First  Church, 
Jackson.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


.Jack  Glaze  (second  from  left)  retired  New  Orleans  Seminary  pro¬ 
fessor,  and  his  \yife  Jean  (left)  talk  with  Gulfport  native  Brad  Roderick 
(right)  and  his  wife  Gretchen  after  the  Dec.  8  missionary  appointment 
service  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  The  Rodericks  were  appointed  to 
serve  as  ciiurch  plariters  in  southern  Asia.  Brad  Roderick  served  as 
Glaze's  graduate acsistant  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  The  Glazes  are 
former  missionari^  to  Argentina.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Dying  churches  don't  mean  dying  ministry 


By  Carl  M.  While 

Associate  Editor 


ness.  It  alsn  had  its  decline. 

That  life  c\  lce  did  not  end 
the  work  ot  God'>  kingdom. 
Neither  will  the  lite  c\  lce  ot  an\ 
other  single  local  church. 

Secondly,  as  Baptists  we 
beliex  e  that  the  church  is  local 
in  nature.  V\'e  alst>  believe  that 
the  local  church  is  autonomous. 

Thus,  there  is  no  higher 
ecclesiastical  authoritv  to 
decide  the  fate  of  a  local  church 
than  the  coneregation  itself. 

If  it  is  GocVs  will  that  a  given 
church  stay  where  it  is,  relocate, 
or  close  its  di>ors,  it  is  a  deter¬ 
mination  onh  the  local  congre¬ 
gation,  under  the  Lordship  ot 
Christ,  can  make 

It  is  a  lot  easier  to  sit  at  a  sare 
distance  and  ludge  sucn  a  de>.i- 
sion  than  it  i-  ti'  maKe  suer  a 
decision. 

Concerning  tnc  event 
recorded  in  Mat  lo  \\  ner  iesu- 
looked  at  Simon  I’eter  anti  saic 
'■'lou  are  the  rock  and  upor 
this  rock  1  wi!'  build  m\ 
church,"  there  is  common  ctm- 
sensLis  among  believers  that 
lesus  started  something 

He  founded  the  cnurch,  and 
the  mission  ot  the  church  is  the 
Great  Commission,  to  tell  the 
world  about  Jesus 

Thus,  of  central  importance 
is  that  a  witness  and  ministry 
for  Christ  remain  in  a  commu¬ 
nity,  not  whether  that  ministry 
bears  the  name  "So  and  So" 
Baptist  Church. 

People  chaise  and  commu¬ 
nities  change.  Tnis  is  a  cultural 
reality'. 

Every'  human  being  is  a  sin¬ 
ner  and  needs  a  personal,  sav¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  a  spiritual  reality. 

The  church  is  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  unchangmg  message  of 
the  Gospel  in  a  constantly 
changing  context.  That  is  a  the¬ 
ological  reality. 

_ Within  these  realities  there 

are  churches  that  stay,  there  are 
churches  that  relocate,  and 
there  are  churches  that  die 


Tliere  is  a  consensus  among 
many  pastors  that  a  church  that 
stays  in  a  transitional  commu¬ 
nity  will  eventually  die. 

They  might  not  say  it  out 
loud,  but  that  is  what  is  felt.  It 
will  be  said  this  way  in  the  halls 
outside  a  pastor's  conference: 

"You  don't  want  to  go  to  'Such 
and  Such'  church  because  it  is 
in  a  bad  location." 

While  most  pastors  would 
agree  with  the  statement, that 
God  can  grow  a  church  any¬ 
where,  most  would  also 
acknowledge  the  reality  that 
one  of  the  most  important  fac¬ 
tors  in  church  growth  is  loca¬ 
tion.  A  bad  location  can  mean 
deathi 

Evidence  of  this  can  be 
found  in  cities  and  towns  ail 
over  the  nation. 

Within  .Mississippi,  formerly 
thriving  church  buildings  can 
be  found  that  are  now  being 
used  as  everything  from  an 
office  complex  to  a  storage 
facility. 

These  realities  cause  reflec¬ 
tion  on  the  mission  and  nature 
of  the  church.  As  the  agent  of 
the  Great  Commission,  is  it 
ever  God's  will  that  a  church 
die? 

However  one  may  answer 
that  question,  dying  churches 
are  a  reality.  While  that  is  not  a 
happy  thought,  some  argue  it  is 
part  of  a  normal  life-cycle. 

Churches  are  bom,  churches 
grow,  and  churches  die.  It  hap-  P” 
pens  over  6,000  times  a  year  in 
the  United  States,  according  to 
"'Leadership"  magazine. 

Though  a  church  may  close 
it  doors,  does  that  mean  the 
ministry  at  that  location  is 
over? 

Bobby  Perry  says  "no."  He  is 
director  of  missions  for  Gulf 
Coast  Association,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  Hancock,  Harrison,  and 
Stone  counties  along  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

He  can  point  to  several 
churches  which  are  closed,  yet 
ministry  still  continues. 

Bav  \’iew  Church  closed  its 
doors  a  little  o\  er  a  decade  ago. 

The  membership  moved  away.  With  the  exception  of  the  pas- 

The  properly  was  turned  lor,  minister  of  music  and  tWir 
over  to  tne  association.  Soon,  it  families.  North  Jackson  Church 
was  open  again  as  a  \'iet-  is  African-American, 
namese  congregation.  Bill  Patrick,  however,  is  not  began 

The  same  is  true  of  Forrest  your  typical  Southern  Baptist 
.Avenue  Church.  Closing  its  pastor,  and  this  is  certainly  not 
doors  because  of  declining  your  typical  Southern  Baptist 
membership,  the  property  was 
turned  over  to  the  association, 
which  in  turn  transferred  the 
property  to  a  thriving  Korean 
congregation. 

Bay  View  and  Forrest 
.Avenue  churches  no  1 
exist,  but  the  buildings  are  still 
in  use  for  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom.  The  ministry  contin¬ 
ues. 

When  Robinson  Street 
Church  of  Jackson  was  founded  The  orii 

in  1930,  it  was  on  the  edge  of  that  the  diurch 


Options  for  churches  in 
transitional  communities 


✓  maintain  the  status  quo. 

>  relocate  t;i:v  greener  pastures 
develop  satellite  locations 

✓  merge  with  another  church 

O  change  intentionally  to  reflect  the  communitj' 

>  death 


Churches  on 
the  move 


David  Trimble,  Leadership,  "Nine  options  in  a  changing  nei^’lihorhood."  Vol.  XI:  2,  pp. 

m-m. 


At  the  beginning  the  fund 
had  a  balance  of  $591,874.47.  As 
of  September  30, 1996,  the  fund 


accept  non-white  members,  Mississippi  and  i 
Patnek  said .  tural  work,"  he  & 

One  pastor  refused  to  accept  Patrick  has 
the  church's  call  unless  that  Jackson  Church 
clause  was  removed.  It  was.  years. 

A  few  years  later,  as  some  of  His  vision  fo 
the  first  African-Americans  that  it  will  be  a  I 
^  i  moving  into  the  commu-  for  people  of  all 
nity,  a  black  woman  decided  she  hires  to  learn  to 
was  going  to  worship  at  her  er  and  work  h 
neigWborhcxid  church.  Kingdom. 

Church.*  ’  ■  "She  came  one  Sunda\  pre-  "T  have  a  pei 

North  Jackson  Church  was  pared  for  a  fight,"  Patrick  said,  do  all  I  can  to  ore 

started  in  1970  by  a  group  that  ^'Instead,  someone  put  there  arm  gender  and  dene 

^lit  away  from  Crestwood  around  her  and  accepted  her."  riers,"  Patrick  sa 
Church  c»i  Bailey  Avenue.  That  was  the  beginning  of  a  He  is  currenl 

'They  left  Crestwood  to  transformation  that  is  carried  the  Jackson  Clei 
longer  escape* the  racial  transition  that  forward  by  the  current  pastor  bi-racial,  inter-< 
was  closing  in  around  that  atKl  staff.  fellowship  of  Ja< 

church's  community.  However,  Bill  Patrick  is  a  native  of  isters  w1k>  meet 
with  in  a  few  years  North  Missisaippi.  He  came  back  home  "We  do  not  1 
Jackson's  neighborhood  was  from  Cahfomia  after  a  career  in  the  state  oonveni 
changing,  also.  the  Army  and  after  graduating  ciation,"  he  s 

The  original  charter  stated  frMn  Gdden  Gate  Seminary.  unique  —  an  a 

would  not  'T  had  a  vision  to  cewne  back  to  with  a  mostiy  w 
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FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  "We  encourage  local  church- 
Eight  30-second  holiday  radio  es  to  add  their  own  brief  mes- 
spots  have  been  produced  by  sage  to  the  end  of  each  spot," 
the  Radio  and  Television  Malone  said.  "A  CD  witn  all 
Commission  (RTVC)  eight  spots  is  available  to 
:  for  use  by  local  churches  at  no  cost.  A  church 

r  ^ #  churches  and  can  use  as  many  of  the  spots  as 

radio  stations.  it  chooses  and  can  work  with 
The  spots,  local  radio  stations  in  personal- 
available  on  izing  the  messages." 

"Loving 
Home,  ' 

"Whose  Birth¬ 
day,"  "Give 

Life,"  "Extra 

Place,"  "Our  Future" 
and  "1997." 

"Each  spot  provides  a 
Christian  holiday  message  and 
has  been  produced  so  that  a 
local  church  can  add  a  brief 
message  at  the  end,"  said  Ed 
Malone,  RTVC  vice  president 
of  radio  services. 

Spots  prepared  for  and  sent 
directly  to  stations  close  with 
statements  such  as,  "Brought  to 
you  by  your  Southern  Baptists 
friends,'*  but  special  CDs  have 
been  prepared  so  churches  can 
personalize  their  spots. 


for  use  in  their  area  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  contact  Stan  Grubb, 
RTVC  church  media  consul¬ 
tant,  at  1-800-292-2287. 

"Our  radio  people  have  pro¬ 
duced  some  wonderful  spots  in 
the  past,"  said  Lisa  Young, 
RTVC  director  of  radio  market¬ 
ing,  "but  I  think  these  take  us  to 


They  appeal  to  a  wide  range  of 
listeners  and  touch  on  timely 
Christian  topics  such  as  loneli¬ 
ness,  the  importance  of  family 
and  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas." 

Young  said  the  spots  have 
been  sent  to  more  than  11,000 
radio  stations. 


Drunk  driving  is  theme  of  RTVC  radio  spot 

WIFE  (CONCERNED);  Hrney,  let 
me  drt^  You've  had  too  mudi  to 
drink! 

(CUT  CAR  SOUNDS) 

ANNOUNCER  {SC»T  DEUVEKY, 

CLOSE  TO  MB^:  Every  30  sec¬ 
onds,  somecKie  is  killed  in  an  alco- 
hol-idated  car  crash. 

(RESUME  CAR  SOUNDS) 

DRIVER  (SINGING);  'tis  the  sea¬ 
son  to  be  jolly, 

WIFE:  (GETTING  FRANTIC)  Stop 
the  car  and  let  me  drive! 

(CUT  ALL  SOUNDS) 

ANNOUNCER:  During  the  holi¬ 
day  season,  the  rate  goes  up 
alarmingly. 


Each  of  ei^t  radio  spots  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  can  help  a  churdi  do 
just  that. 

The  following,  for  exan^e, 
is  the  transcript  of  the  RTVC 
holiday  spot  addressing  drunk 
driving; 

DRIVER  (SINGING  WTTH  RECK¬ 
LESS  ABANDON,  rr  IS  OBVIOUS 
HE  HAS  HAD  TOO  MUCH  TO 
DRINK.)  Deck  the  halls  with 
boughs  of  holly, 

SOUND:  CAR  MOTOR  STARTS  ... 
INTERIOR  PERSPECTIVE. 


HUSBAND  (SNGING);  Don  we 
now  our  gay  apparel ... 

WIFE  (SCREAMING  OVER  HIS 
SINGING):  You're  going  too  fast! 
Look  out  fc*  that  curve! 

SOUND;  LOUD  SCREECH  THAT 
STOPS  JUST  ffiPORE  THE  CRASH. 

(MOMENT  OF  SILENCE) 

ANNOUNCER’  The  best  gift  you 
can  give  your  family  this  year  is 


BR  holiday 
schedule 


A  reminder  from  ...  (LOCAL 
CHURCHES  CAN  ADD  THEIR 
NAMES) 


DRIVER  (CONTINUING);  Fa-la 
la-la,  la-la-la-la. 


Due  to  posUil  reguUnions 
limitinfi  "The  Buptist  Record" 
to  50  issues  per  yeur,  the  news¬ 
paper  does  not  publish  on  the 
wet'ks  of  luly  4  dnd  Christmas. 
The  final  1996  issue  will  he 
dated  Thursday,  Dec.  19, 
while  the  first  issue  of  1997 
will  be  dated  Thursday,  Jan.  2. 
All  news,  information,  and 
advertising  orders  for  the  Jan.  2 
issue  must  arrive  in  the  offices 
of  "The  Baptist  Record"  by 
Thursday,  Dec.  19. 

Also,  postal  delivery  of  the 
Jan.  2  issue  of  "The  Baptist 
Record"  may  be  delayed  in 
some  areas  due  the  federal  hol¬ 
iday  on  Jan.  1. 


Suzanne's  face  ups  mission  offering  by  35% 


By  Mark  Kelly 

SdC  Foreign  Mission  Board 


we  were  lighting  a  strand  of  important  times  in  the  history 
lights  for  each  $100  we  of  inissions.  God  is  opening 
received,  but  things  had  been  doors  all  over  the  world,” 
kind  of  *  sluggish  at  first,"  Rankin  said.  "We  praise  God 
recalled  pastor  Bigham.  that  he  is  calling  new  missionar- 
"Within  a  week  after  Mike  ies  to  walk  through  those  doors 
made  his  challenge,  though,  we  and  that  their  churches  are 
had  exceeded  the  goal  by  standing  right  beside  them." 
almost  $10,000."  When  the  When  <murches  "adopt"  a 
offering  was  totaled,  t);\e  church  missionary  and  make  a  corn- 
had  given  $47,359,  beating  their  mitment  to  keep  in  close  touch, 
origmal  goal  by  35%.  missionaries  are  assured  they 

Although  the  offering  pro-  have  brothers  an<i_  sisters  at 
^  home  who  are  behind  tfiem  all 

l\  «iA«»  Rallying  around  Suzanne 

f  \  "  ^9  Barden  not  only  energized 

\  Merrimon  Avenue  chura\  to 

_ W  give  more  to  the  foreign  mis- 

■  I  sions  offering,  it  also  galva- 

nized  the  congregation  in  other 
motion  ways.  Positions  on  a  volunteer 
W  wasn't  elaborate,  team  headed  for  Ethiopia  filled 
_  jg  Bigham  believes  the  quickly.  Church  members 
con^gation's  love  began  praying  for  the  needs 
for  'their  mission-  Barden  shared  in  her  monthly 
'  ary"  opened  a  newsletter.  Individuals  com- 

^  new  era  of  mis-  mitted  to  mail  regular  letters  of 
sions  involvement,  encouragement  to  Ethiopia. 
^  "Bringing  Suz-  People  gave  to  buy  supplies  for 

anne  into  the  pic-  Barden  s  ministry. 

■  ture  captured  the  "I  like  the  idea  of  being  a 
_ -I  people's  imagina-  partner  with  a  missionary  on 

^  tion,"  he  said,  "here-  the  field,"  said  Frances 
ated  a  spark."  Underwood. 

The  genius  of  Southern  "There  are  things  everv 
Baptist  coetperative  missions  is  church  can  do  to  help.  Even  a 
that  churches  can  accomplish  small  church  can  help  dig  a 
more  together  than  separately,  well  or  sponsor  a  nutrition  class 
said  FMB  President  Jerry  for  new  mothers. 

Rankin.  But  developing  per-  "If  we  name  things  people 
sonal  relationships  with  a  par-  can  do,  it  helps  them  J^t  excit- 
ticular  missionary  benefits  ed,"  she  added.  "WTien  we  put 

^  dollar  bill,  tnat 

"This  is  one  of  the  most  makes  it  personal." 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  —  A  burst  years,  said  Mike  Smith, 
of  new  enthusiasm  for  foreign  church  member  and  local  bi 
missions  propelled  Merrimon  nessman  who  has  served  a 
Avenue  Cmurch  far  past  their  FMB  trustee  since  1989. 

TOal  for  the  1995  Lottie  Moon  After  meeting  dollar  goal: 
Christmas  Offering.  the  low  SO-thousands  for  se^ 

The  Asheville,  N.C.,  congre-  al  years  and  "only  gaining  a 

fation  beat  their  $35,000  target  tie  bit  each  time,  I  felt  we  w 
^  y  more  than  $12,000,  hy  just  giving  a  token  amount, 
"putting  a  face"  on  missions.  Smim  said.  "€)verseas  mis 
The  race  was  that  of  Suzanne  sions  trips  and  serving  «is  a 
Barden,  a  38-year-old  amcultur-  FMB  trustee  really  opened 
al  missiona^  in  Ethiopia,  my  eyes  to  the  needs  m  the 
Barden,  a  Virginia  native,  was  an  world.  I  knew  we  could  do 
active  member  of  the  Merrimon  more  as  a  church." 

Avenue  Church  when  the  When  the  Week  of^ 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Prayer  for  foreign  missiotrs 
Mission  Board  (r^B)  ap|X)inted  ..  began.  Smith  approached  1 
her  to  Ethicmia  in  1993.  pastor  Bill  Bignam,  who  I 

"A  lot  of  people  in  churches  nad  come  to  the  church  I 
today  weren't  Drought  up  in  just  a  few  months  earlier,  J 
chilclren's  missions  groups  and  and  asked  for  a  few  I 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  minutes  on  Sunday 
(WMU),  so  they  don't  always  to  challenge  the 
understand  how  Southern  congregation 
Baptist  missions  works,"  said  toward  a  higher 


goal. 

"1  had  called 
the  FMB  and  aU 
found  out  it  took  SH 
$46,170  to  > 

support  >  - - - 

Suzanne 

Barden's  ministry  in  Ethiopia 
for  a  year,"  Smith  said.  "I  just 
got  up  and  told  the  congrega¬ 
tion  that  she's  our  missionary, 
that  we  sent  her  out  and  we 
ought  to  take  care  of  her 
needs." 

"We  had  a  Christmas  tree  at 
the  front  of  the  sanctuary  and 
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State  conventions  meet  around  the 

ALABAMA 


country 


In  o^er  action,  messengers  seniors,  and  Christian,  behav 
approved  a  unified  budget  formu-  toward  a  sinful  world, 
la  for  1998-2002  which  specifies 

any  percentage  increase  to  SBC  MARYLAND-DELAWARE 
causes  will  be  based  on  the  average 
five-year  increase  of  CP  gifts  from 
local  churches. 

Messengers  also  approved 
extending  Arkansas  Baptists'  mis¬ 
sions  partnership  with  the 
European  Baptist  Convention  (BCM/D)  meetini 

through  the  year  1999  and  adopted  MD 

a  series  of  priority  projects  to  high¬ 
lit  the  state  convention's  17 
"Strengthen  the  Family"  emphasis. 

COLORADO 


convention  elected  as  president 
James  Guenther,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church,  Niskayuna.  In  a  two-nomi¬ 
nee  ballot  for  first  vice  president, 
Ernesto  Chaparro,  pastor  of  Canaan 
Resolutions  bylaws  hamper  Md./Del.  Church,  Corona,  was  elected. 
messengers'  stances 

approved  .HAGERSTOWN,  Md.  (BP)  —  WASHINGTON  D.C. 

Messengers  to  the  Baptist 

Cmvention  of  Maryland/  Etelaware  Progressive  Baptists  may  give  D.C. 
ig  in  Hagerstown,  convention  3-zvay  alignment 
on  Nov.  11-12,  passed  a 
$4,978,568  budget,  an  increase  of 
•7  $171,736  over  1996.  Cooperative 

Program  receipts  will  be  divided 
51%  for  BCM/b  ministries  and  41% 
for  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
„  ,  .  „  national  and  intemahonal  causes, 

Colorado  Baptists  increase  CP  giving  after  the  expanded 
unanimously  for  global  causes  ■  ' 

million  base  COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo. 

Tge  budget  of  (BP)  —  Giving  to  Southern  Baprist 
The  1996  base  national  and  international  min¬ 
ion.  Morrison  istries  was  increased  by  a  half-per- 
Baptists  for  cent  of  Colorado's  Cooperative 


- - - .jay  alignment 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  pos¬ 
sibility  of  adding  the  pr^ominantly 
African-American  Progressive 
National  Baptist  Convention,  Inc., 
for  a  "triplex  alignment"  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  Baptist 
Convention  (IX7BC)  was 

I  annuit^refemed 
item  has  b^n  subtracted,  me  alloca¬ 
tion  percentages  remain  unchanged. 

In  other  pusiness,  messengers 
^proved  new  Baptist  Mission 
Foundation  bylaws.  Messengers  to 
the  1995  BCM/D  requested  new 
articles  of  incorporation  and  - 

bylaws  from  the  BMF,  the  conven¬ 
tion's  money  managing  agency.  i 

There  were  406  messengers  and 
122  visitors  in  attendance.  The  1997 
annual  meeting  will  be  Nov.  10-11 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  on  Solomon's 
Island  in  southern  Maryland. 

reported 

NEW  ENGLAND  to  390  delegates  at 

the  DCBC  annual 

Neiv  England  Baptists  target  reduc-  meehng,  Nov.  18-19  at 
tions  in  budget  d^cit  First  Church,  Wheaton,  Md. 

ANEXDvER,  Mass.  (BP)  —  A  three-member  ad  hoc 
Messengers  attending  the  14th  comrhittee  was  approved  by  the 
Baptist  Convenhon  of  New  England  convention's  executive  board  at  its 
annual  meeting  approved  a  $2.46  October  meeting  to  explore  the 
million  budget  tor  1W7  and  a  finan-  possibility.  Currently,  the  DCBC  is 

cial  development  plan,  while  cele-  affiliated  with  the  ^uthem  Baptist 
brating  progress  of  the  "Building  for  Convention  and  the  American 
the  Future"  capital  campaign.  Baptist  Churches  in  the  U.S.A. 

The  Nov.  14-15  sessions  at  the  Delegates  approved  a  $1,184,098 
Ramada  Hotel  Rolling  Green,  budget  for  199/  which  represents 

Andover,  Mass.,  drew  200  messen-  less  man  a  1%  increase  over  the  cur- 

gers  and  guests.  rent  year.  However,  gifts  to  the  SBC 

The  $2,459,659  budget  will  chal-  Cooperative  Program  and  to 

lenge  the  200  churches  and  missions  ABC/USA  United  Missions  will 

in  the  convention  in  their  giving  to  increase  by  2%  of  budget,  for  a  total 

New  England  Baptist  causes,  in  that  of  31%  of  all  undesignated  monies 

the  budget  is  $196,485,  or  8%,  below  going  to  missions.  Expected  1997 

prelected  irKome.  TTie  current  bud-  Cooperative  Program  receipts 

get  of  $25  million  entailed  a  deficit  should  exceed  $163,0(X). 

_  of  $289229  when  it  was  adopted  -  -  -  - - - 

Missiona^  Baptisl  last  year.  Messengers  adopted  a  WYOMING 

ey,  Nov.  6-8.  plan  to  reduce  the  annual  deficit  to 

lastor  of  Chicago's  $72,101  by  20(X).  Wyo.  Baptists  mark  20  years  by  John 

ith  Church,  becomes  Thomason,  Charles  Crim 

African  American  to  NEW  YORK  GILLETTE,  Wyo.  (BP)— John 

:e  of  president.  Dim  Thomason  and  Charles  Crim  of  the 

of  (^cago's  Faith  New  York  Baptists  reduce  '97  budget  Wyoming  Southern  Baptist 

lurch,  held  the  posi-  by  4  percent  Convention  were  honored  lor  20 

1-1984.  ALEXANDRIA  BAY,  N.Y.  (BP)  —  years  of  service  during  the  conven- 

I  served  as  ISBA  vice  A  budget  reducticMi  of  4.17%  was  tion's  annual  meeting,  Nov.  13-14  at 
past  two  years.  approved  by  204  messengers  attend-  Antelope  Valley  Church,  Gillette, 

•ntion,  which  regis-  ing  the  Nov.  7-8  annual  meeting  of  TTiomason  has  been  the  con- 
sengers,  also  pas^  the  Baptist  Convention  of  New  rork.  vention's  executive  director  14 

lutions,  including  New  York's  total  budget  is  years,  serving  the  previous  six 

or  Gene  Wilson,  for-  $2,590,398  for  1997,  a  decrease  of  years  as  director  of  teaching  and 

e  director  now  on  4.17%  from  1996.  New  York's  training  with  the  former  Northern 
Dther  resolutions  Cooperative  Program  gifts,  from  Plains  Baptist  Convention.  Crim 
er  support  for  elect-  352  churches  and  missions,  are  has  been  the  convention's  director 
e  needs  of  forgotten  expected  to  total  $585,000  in  1997  of  associational  missions  14  years, 

r- - — - - ^  of  which  24%  is  allocated  to  the  previously  serving  in  the  same 

LORIDA  Vacation  •'  southern  Baptist  Convention's  post  with  the  Northern  Plains  con- 
'  national  and  international  min-  vention  six  years. 

VV(  RI.I  Ui  .^L  istries,  a  2.75%  decrease  from  19%.  A 1997  budget  of  $1,007,000  was 
1  V,\r..woN  Vii.uvs  reduced  budget  levels  reflect  adopted,  roughly  the  same  as  the 

\  P(X)L-Pi.\Y(iK(H  M).  some  financial  difticulties  in  recent  current  year.  Of  anticipated 
( )i  T  ( M-i-  years  at  the  state  convention.  CTooperative  Program  giving  bv  the 

207-07)82  In  a  three-nominee  ballot,  the  churches  of  $340,000,  29%  will  be 


Arkansas  messengers  adopt  Ouachita 
reconciliation  plan 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (BP)  — 
More  than  1,500  Arkansas  Baptist 
messengers  gathered  Nov.  19-20  to 
address  the  future  relationship 
between  the  Arkansas  Baptist  State 
Convention  and  Ouachita  Baptist 
University  (OBU). 

Responding  to  an  Oct.  10  action 
by  OBU  trustees  to  become  a  self- 
perpetuating  board,  messengers 
voted  801-456  to  approve  a  com¬ 
promise  between  the  university 
^d  the  convention.  The  action  sets 
in  motion  a  two-year  procedure  to 
formally  amend  OBU's  trustee 
selection  process.  ^ 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 


Sa  fety  is  our  first  priority. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-615^371-6180 


♦  Cushions  ir  Baptistries 

*  Steeples  *  Renm  ation 

*  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


BAPTISTRIES  ^ 

HEATERS  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
TO*-*-  NATIONWIOe 
l-SSO-tSl-OST* 

FBCRGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3511  HIXSON  PKE  •  CHATTANOOGA,  TN  37415. 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 
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Names  in  the  News 


Missionary  parents  host  missionary  parents 

By  Edna  Ellison 


families  ov'er  long  distances. 

Jimmy  Walker,  MPF  presi¬ 
dent  and  pastor  of  Tiplersville 
Church,  Tiplersville,  and 
Marjean  Patterson,  executive 
director  of  the  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  welcomed  the  diverse 
group,  which  included  grand- 
chilaren  and  other  •  family 
members  of  missionaries. 

Darlene  Breland  of  Columbia, 
Mississippi  WMU  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  and  Edna  Ellision  of 
Jackson,  WMU /MPF  liaison,  led 
the  families  in  fellowship  groups 
after  supper  was  concluded. 

The  supper,  which  was  held 
in  the  Skyroom  of  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson,  was  pre¬ 
pared  Dv  members  of  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson. 

For  more  iaformation  on  MPF, 
contact  Ellison  at  Mississippi 
WMU,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  Ms 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601 )  968- 
3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)748-1651. 


ississifjpi  WMU 


PARENT  TO  PARENX —  Marjean  Patterson  (standing),  executive 
director  of  Mississippi  Woman's 'WEssionaiy  Union,  addresses 'th‘^ 
crowd  gathered  Dec.  8  in  the  Skyroom  of  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Jackson  to  honor  the  parents  of  new  missionaries  appointed  later  that 
evening  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  The  Mississippi  Missionary  Parents' 
Fellowship  hosted  the  supper.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


50TH  ANNIVERSARY 


utive  director  Bill  Causey's 
office  for  sending  me  a  list  of 
names  and  addresses  of  every 
Mississippi  pastor.  The 
employees  in  the  Baptist 
Building  were  a  great  help  any¬ 
time  I  called  on  them. 

Also,  the  Baptist  Book  Store  in 
Jackson  deserves  a  big  thank  you 
for  printing  the  brooiures,  and 
"The  Baptist  Record"  for  their 
advertising  of  the  conference. 

Let's  pray  for  Kara  Blackard, 
the  president  of  next  year's 
Pastor's  Conference,  and  sup¬ 
port  him  like  you  supported 
this  one. 

Clark  Stewart 
Crystal  Springs 


Editor: 

Oakland  Heights  Church, 
Meridian,  will  be  celebratirw 
its  50th  anniversary  on  Feb.  1^ 
16,  1997.  At  this  time,  we  are 
trying  to  locate  all  former 
members  and  staff.  If  you  were 
a  member  of  OaklancI  Heights 
Church,  or  on  staff  at  any  tune, 
contact  Hazel  (Smith) 
Brumfield  at  (601)  483-0461 
(home),  693-6156  (work),  or 
write  to  the  Steering 
Committee,  c/o  Mike  Russell, 
5718  5th  St.,  Meridian,  MS 
39307,  or  call  (601)  482-5583. 

Hazel  Brurnfield 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


A  special  thank  you  to  the 
staff  at  First  Churcn,  Jackson. 
They  provided  nursery  work¬ 
ers,  musicians,  and  their  facili¬ 
ties.  Eadi  time  I  called  any  of 
ttiem  they  worked  hard  to  help. 

I  am  grateful  for  MBCB  exec- 


YlPeO  PUPLICATION 

Vidao  duplication  for  churcheOb 
buaineaaee  and  individuala. 
Multipia  copies  of  your  Christmas 
^rams  or  your  fami^  home  videos, 
lall  Gary  Arinder  for  price  ejuotes. 

Jackson 

601-981-7655  j 


"Seek  and  Ye  Sliall  Find" 

The  best  opportunty  I've  found  ir 
50  years  to  earn  money  and  enjoy 
my  work.  Perhaps  you  can  also. 
Let's  talk  about  it. 

Call  Free:  1-800-708-6237 


CLASSIFIED  ADS^ 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  ^ept  on  contract  advertising. 
Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  Wind  ads. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  Manufactured  in 
our  plant,  for  tree  estimate  contact-Emmons 
Brothers.  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian.  Miss.  39301. 
Since  18‘»9.  Phone  1601 1  693-44.31. 


4.  stained  glass,  MS  &  .41, A.  1-800-830-0583. 
CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit/iudicial 
robes,  paramenls.  MURPHY  ROBESAMac's 
Robes.  Charles  McClocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  I -800-898-MACS. 
APPROXIMATEIY  223  good  condition  copies  ot  the 
19'5  Baptist  Hvmnal  tor  sale.  White  color,  S4,00 
each  vou  pick  up.  (k  $5.00  each  delivered.  Contact 
Kimberh  Thompson,  first  Baptist  Church  Terrs,  PO 
Box  1 59,  Terry.  MS  39170,  or  call  i601 1  878-5735. 
ATTENTION  SOLOISTS:  20  qualiN  trackvdemos  on 
cassette-$20.00  plus  $3.00  shipping.  Price  Hams,  438 
Mars  Drue,  Shreveport  LA  71I06j3l8i  987^384. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  vsinOons  kx  churches  and 
homes.  Stained  Glassworks.  Inc  1-800-605-2970 
Columbus,  MS 

DSWgOOtCKEEPINC,  INC.  Specializing  in  church 
bookkeeping  Dolly  S.  Weger.  Manager  48  Trinity  Road, 
Laurel.  MS  39440.  (601)  649-500! 

ALABAMA  CHURCH  (Birmingham  metro 


RHIRED?  PLANNING  RETIRE.MENT!  Insunicient 
income'  Need  second  income'  Men  women  for 
remedy  call  1-800-708-6237. 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  church 
groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  limited  tree 
miles/  7-  to  15-seat.  Occasionally  lor  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
lackson  (601 1 948-3391 ,  Since  1 965. 
NEEDED:  USED  GRAND  PIANO  tor  auditorium  at 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Petal.  MS.  601-583-8309 
THOMPSON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Smithdale,  MS.  is 
seeking  an  ndnidual  fcir  the  position  oi  Vouth  Minister 
Resume  may  be  sent  to  Thompson  Baptist  Chuich,  5422 
Greensburg  Rd.,  Smithdale,  MS  39664. 
ATTENTION!  II-VOCATIONAL  ministers  and 


Broadmoor 
Church,  Gulf 


Association, 
ordained  John 

W.  Myrick  as  deacon  on  Nov 
17.  Pictured  are  Myrick,  left 
and  Gerald  H.  Walker,  pastor. 


Myrick 

KLMAIR-ROUNDTRIP 

Eight  DAYS  (Mar.  14-21, 1997) 

SF.E  JERUS.ALLM,  G.AULEE.  JUDLA.  MaSADA,  ' 

Jericho,  Sea  OF  GAULEE,C.AEiAREA,  ETC.  \ 
Jord.aneat.aaailable 

DErsr  FEJM  WeV-.H  3.  (OK  jAOloCN  OR  (3tr.  'i 
Cc..  fOR  $12  MORE  R/T,:  Al.  expenses  (a’p, 
HO'E..  2  MEA.5  PER  PA';  ETC.) 

$2100.00 

JOROAN  EXT.  AftWOXIMAIILY  $550  EXtgA 


For  free  brochure  contao^: 

ABC  Tours 

^  Rav  Lloyd,  203  Colonial  Hills, 
Starkmlle,  ms  39759  or  601-323-4674 

OR 

Jerry  Yardaman,  Box  1,  Mississippi 
State,  MS,  39762  or  601-323-9198 

Atlanta  ptnutrugE  available 


music 

directors:  Suppiement  vour  church  income,  tarn  $500- 
$1D00  per  week  with  Amencan  Protective.  Leads  iur- 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or  cash  investment  -  We 
train  you.  Call  i601 1 582-9000  to  confidential  interview 
CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  us^.  Baptistries,  steeples, 


niuxonniA  enuKvn  (Birmingham  metro  areai 
seeking  full-time  Minister  of  Music  and  Youth, 
Salary  and  bervefit  package  30,000.  House  pro¬ 
vided.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Larry  Felkins,  4679 
Birmingham  Road,  Maytown,  AL  35118. 


Baptist  Record 


December  12, 1996 


Baptist  College  News 


fine  arts  pro- 

A  fundraising  events;  and 

doiiated  their  14000  square-  possibly  classes  and  programs 
foot  house  and  adjoinine  to  serve  the  education  needs  of 
acreage  to  the  Baptist-affiliated  south  Mississippi,  according  to 
schwdinHath^burg^  Carey  Chancellor  Jim  Edwards. 

Kno^  as  Pecan  Shadows,  Edwards  pointed  out  that  all 
the  25-room  ^°^°nial-style  the  planned  uses  are  in  keeping 
house  was  budt  m  the  1950's  by  with  the  life  priorities  of^ Bifi 
the  family  of  Houston  Bass  Jr.  Hudson  Jr,  president  and  chief 
The  property,  lust  off  Inter-  executive  officer  of  Hudson's 
state  59  m  south  Lamar  County,  Salvage,  Inc 
is  surroimded  by  pecan  trees  "A  dwp  faith  and  firm  com- 
and  maracured  grounds,  and  is  mitment  to  serve  God,  a  strong 
valued  in  excess  of  $1.5  million,  love  for  his  wife  and  children 
Carey  will  utilize  the  estate  and  an  incredible  capacity  for 
as  a  center  for  seminars  on  the  working  hard  and  leading  oth- 
American  work  ethic  and  free  ers  to  expand  an  alieadv-«!iir. 


Hudson's  life. 

"He  is  also  a  bivocational 
preacher  who  is  committed  to  a 
worldwide  missions  program 
of  his  church,"  Edwards  said. 

The  donation  came  about  as 
the  Hudson  family  began  plan¬ 
ning  a  move  from  Nfississippi 
to  Indiana,  the  headquarters  of 
the  international  missions  pro- 

fram  of  Christ  Gospel  Church, 
dwards  said. 

"It  is  our  hope  and  prayer  that 
our  dream  house  will  be  convert¬ 
ed  and  used  to  help  build  and 
further  the  dreams  of  many 
young  men  and  women  who 
seek  to  grow  in  the  grace ‘and 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,"  said  Bill  Hudson  Jr. 

Carey  will  establish  "The 
Genesis  Center  for  Work  and 
Service"  at  Pecan  Shadows 
Farm,  where  students  who 
want  to  work  their  way  through 
college  instead  of  borrowing 
money  will  constitute  a  signifi- 


Missionary 

News 


Robert  and  Jamie  Luper, 

Baptist  representatives  to 
Morocco,  are  in  language 
study  for  one  year  and  may  be 
addressed  at  P.O.  Box  472, 
Maadi,  Cairo,  11728,  Egypt. 
He  was  born  in  Hattiesburg, 
and  considers  Waco,  Texas,  his 
hometown.  The  former  Jamie 
Pool  of  Texas,  she  was  born  in 
San  Angelo  and  considers 
Athens  her  hometown. 


Youth  evangelism  Conf. 
set  for  Decr  30-31  at  MC 


Christ,"  is  the  theme  of  the 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference 
set  for  Dec.  30-31,  at  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  in  Clinton. 

The  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference  annually  attracts 
more  than  3,000  Mississippi 
high  school-  and  college-age 
students. 

Features  of  the  conference 
will  include  a  concert  by  Wes 
King  of  Warsaw,  Ind.;  speaker 
Keith  Navlor  of  Stone 
Mountain,  Ga.;  music  leader 
Paul  Horton  of  Lithia  Springs, 
Ga.;  ’^nd  drama  by  Mog  and 
Wog  (Randall  and  Arinee 
Glass)  of  Boynton  Beach,  Fla. 

Registration  begins  at  n«in 
on  Monday,  Dec.  30,  with  the 
first  session  at  2  p.m..  The  con¬ 
ference  ends  at  3  p.m.  on  Dec.  31 . 

Publish  Your  Book 

75-year  tradition  of  quality.  Subsidy 
book  publisher  offers  publishing  services  ' 
of  all  types.  For  Author's  Guide  write  or  ■ 
call  Dorrance-JRL,  643  Smithfield. 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15222  or  1-800-695-9599  i 


William  Carey  College  hon-  of  the  House  of  Hope,  spoke 
ored  Karen  Bums  Gray,  class  of  about  their  work  in  Brazil. 

'78,  and  65  other  missionaries  at 
a  Brick  Dedication  Ceremony. 

The  ceremony,  part  of 
Homecoming  activities,  recog¬ 
nized  the  work  of  Carey  stu¬ 
dents  and  alumni  who  have 
served  this  year  in  countries 
around  the  world.  Gray  opened 
the  House  of  Hope,  an  AIDS 
hospice  in  Vitoria,  Brazil,  in 
199:).  Her  husband,  Tony,  a 
Carev  alumnus  and  co-director 


Mississippi  College  will 
hold  registration  for  the  1997 
spring  semester,  beginning 
Jan.  6.  The  first  day  of  classes 
will  be  held  on  Jan.  8.  For  reg¬ 
istration  information  call  the 
Office  of  Undergraduate 
Admissions  (601)  925-3240;  the 
Office  of  Graduate  Studies  925- 
3225;  or  the  Office  of  the 
Registrar,  925-3210. 


First  Church,  Maben,  has 
called  J.  Roy  McComb  as  pas¬ 
tor.  He  previously  pastured 
First  Church,  Lenoir  City, 
Tenn.  Churches  pastured  in 
Mississippi  were  First,  Sardis; 
First,  Pearl;  and  First, 
Columbia 


William  Carey  College  crowned  its  1996  Homecoming  queen  at 
the  half-time  ceremonies  of  the  Crusader  basketball  game  recently. 
The  court,  pictured  (left  to  right),  is  freshman  maid  Kimberly  Morris, 
Amite,  La.;  basketball  maid  Carla  Simmons,  Houston,  Texas;  junior 
maid  Tangie  Moudy,  Braxton;  senior  maid  Alyssa  Hurst,  Eight  Mile, 
Ala.;  sophomore  maid  Robin  Muirhead,  Richland;  Queen  Dee  Dee 
Fortenberry,  Columbia;  and  senior  miid  Kim  Funches,  Sumrall. 


Your  church  is  far  more  than  bricb  and  mortar.  It 
represents  the  priceless  commitment  and  sacrifice  of 
many  people.  Church  Mutual  understands  your  church’s 
enduring  importance  in  the  lives  of  your  congregation. 
We’ve  specialized  in  insuring  churches  for  nearly 
100  years.  Call  for  a  free,  personal  evaluation  of  ■ 
your  insurance  needs.  Find  out  why 
more  churches  place  their  trust  jfWB/Ktf/ 

in  Church  Mutual. 

In  Mississippi,  call  800-525-4359. 


George  S.  Kelly,  former 
pastor  of  First  Church, 
Lyman,  Gulf  Coast 
Association,  has  been  called 
as  interim  pastor  of  Lower 
Valley,  First  Church, 
Springfield,  Ohio. 


Exciting  Career  in  Christian  Retailing 


rour-year  college  degrw  or  comparable  business  experience,  outstanding 
idersnip,  computer  skills,  strong  vision  for  the  future,  and  an  active  role  ir 
Southern  Baptist  church 

Send  resume  to: 

Retail  Store  Operations  Dept. 

Manager  Training  Search 
127  Ninth  Avenue,  North 
MSN  165 

Nashville,  TN  37234-0165 
OR  FAX  TO  (615)  251-3622 


BAPTisrgboK  Stores 
Lifeway  Christian  Stores 


CHURCH  MUTUAL  The  Specialist 

0 1996  Chufch  Mutual  Insurance  Comtiany 


owned  and  operated  by  the  Sunday  School  Board  at  the 
Southern  Bapbst  Convention 


December  12, 19% 
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In  a  world 
filled  with 
confusion... 
Is  there  any 
hope? 

Ciod's  desire  is  to  give  you 
hope. 

/  (>i  I  ,im  not  .ish.inind  ol  the 
gos/«-/,  loi  It  (s  the  power  of 
(lod  lor  s.ilvtilion  to  rvvryonv 
who  helicvos  ..." 
Romans  l.lh 

Sin  robs  us  of  this  life  of 
hope! 

“f  or  the  iv.jgcs  of  sin  is 
death  .  . 
Romans  h:2.i 

)esus  cares  for  you! 

“lint  (iod  demonstrates  His 
own  lov('  toward  us,  in  that 
while  we  were  yet  sinners, 

C  hrisi  died  tor  us. " 
^  Romans  Idi 

It's  your  choice. 
Vou  must  f/(’(  ide  lor  vourself  it 
\ou  .lie  willing  to  turn  Irom 
\oui  sins  and  .isk  li'sus  into 
\oui  lu'.irt 
I 

"//  \ou  (unless  with  \uur 
muCnh  lesiis  as  I  urd  and 
helifie  in  xuiii  head  that 
(..od  raised  Him  from  the 
dead,  \uu  shall  he  sa\t‘d." 

Romans  li):U 

ll  \  I  >0  in.iki' .)  ili'i  iMon  tor 
t  hn-'t  toil.n.  i  t  .1 
Uk.iI  SontlnMn  I’l.iptist  (.hull'll 
lol  Npiiltu.ll  gUkl.llU'lV 


Just  for  the  Record 


Algoma  Church,  Algoma, 
will  have  its  annual  Drive-Thru 
•Nativity  on  Dec.  13  and  14,  6- 
4:30  p.m.  It  consists  of  five 
scenes  associated  with  the  birth 
of  jesus.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)484-3840. 


Trent  at  First  Church,  Ridgeland, 
Dec.  13  at  7:30  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  630-2400. 


Rolling  Creek 
Quitman,  will  p 
Christmas  musical 
"The  King  of  Kings" 
a'rand  F3  at  ^ 


Christmas  drama,  will  be  pre 
sented  at  Fiasthaven  Church 
Richland,  on  Dec.  13  at  6  p.m. 


Griffith  .Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  will  present  "The 
Music  of  Christmas"  on  Dec.  13 
at  6  p.m.  For  more  information 
call  tne  church  at  (601)  372-7812. 


Bob  Carlisle  will  be  in  con¬ 
cert  with  special  guest  Tammy 


Fifteen  Baptist  Men  from  Union  County  Association  helped  First 
Church,  Allen  Oklahoma,  in  September  by  demolishing  an  old  two- 
story  educational  building  to  provide  more  parking  space.  The 
1940s  building  had  been  replaced  in  1995  by  a  new  structure. 
Workers  pictured  are  (kneeling,  from  left):' Tommy  Peters,  Myrtle; 
lames  Grisham,  Myrtle;  johnny  Garrison,  Myrtle;  Leon  Wilson, 
Myrtle;  Malcolm  Rhea,  Myrtle;  Frank  Morris,  Guntown;  Tommy 
Hogue,  Allen,  OK.  Standing  are  (from  left):  Gene  Dunahue,  Etta; 
lames  Shirley,  Myrtle;  Marvin  Cox,  Blue  Springs;  Dennis 
Sappenfield,  Allen,  OK;  lames  Knighton,  Myrtle;  Larry  Wood,  New 
Albany;  Raymond  Owen,  Potts  Camp;  Billy  Foley,  Myrtle;  Donnie 
lohnson  and  H.  C.  Spain,  Allen,  OK;  jimmy  Baker,  Myrtle;  Harold 
Davis,  Allen  OK;  Steve  Fitzgerald,  Ingomar. 


■  GAs  of  Green's  Creek  Church,  Petal,  were  recognized  on  Oct.  6. 
Pictured,  are  Whitney  Smith,  Brandy  Murphy,  Bethanv  lohnston, 
Alisha  Powell,  Amy  Hamm,  Molly  Lott,  Monica  Spell,  Kimberly 
Murphy,  Penny  Gatlin,  Nicki  Gatlin,  Katie  Collins,  Candice 
Weldon,  and  lennifer  Pierce;  Glenda  Manning,  lanet  Hamm,  and 
Shar  Soldinie,  workers.  Michael  C.  Routon  is  pastor. 


Emmanuel  Church,  Jones  Assoc., 
dedicates  construction 

Memlx'rs  ()t  Emmanuel  Church,  |onc‘S  Association  (alxne), 
recc^ntlv  dedicatc'cl  the  construction  ot  a  new  worship  center  at  the* 
prc'sc'nt  church  site*.  The*  cc*nter  will  be*  constructed  adjacent  to  the 
present  ediK alional  building  and  will  seat  aiounil  240  pc>o()lt*.  lh<* 
d(*sign  will  be*  traditional  and  will  correspond  with  the  c'ducational 
Iniilding  Building  c  ommilt.  e  ( luuman  IS  c  lark  leinple.  The  c  huic  h 
has  Uiisfil  sonw  STtt.OtHI  Im  the  fiiojec  (,  whiili  is  sihc'dliled  lot 
<  oni|)let!0!i  nev!  smirmet  Additional  i  ornmitments  <  >i  sonif  S  1 . 3( ‘0 
pc'i  month  ha\e  hc’en  made  until  the  building  is  di-bt-tree.  Ihe 
(  hurc  h  was  stalled  as  a  mission  ot  Gladr*  (  huic  h.  I  .lade*,  in  1434. 
Ihe  \oulh  and  leaders  (below  with  Kenny  Heinnglon  pres(*n(ed  a 
c  hec  k  in  ihc’  amount  of  S  1 ,2iu)  lowaid  the  building  lund.  In'  a  stale 
ment  the*  \oulh  indicated  that  lhc*v  aie  inlerc'stefl  in  hacing  ,i  strong 
chiin  h  injhe,n<i\t  (j‘nluo  f  hades  ( ,ordon  is  (ipsioi 


County  Line  Church,  Union  had  their  first  services  in  a  new 
sanctuary,  nursery  and  educational  space  on  Easter  Sunday,  April 
7,  1996.  The  new  building  was  dedicated  on  |une  2,  1996.  Barron- 
Pilgrim  is  pastor. 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Receive  God's  message 

Luke  2:1-20 


I  can  never  read  this  passage 
without  Linus  coming  to  mind. 
In  "A  Charlie  Brown 
Christmas"  it  is  he  that  strolls  to 
the  middle  of  the  stage  to  give 
the  "real  meaning"  of 
Christmas.  He  ouotes  Luke's 
passage  as  it  is  selected  here  for 
our  lesson  this  week.  I  always 
felt  every  year  that  just  hearing 
him  recite  this  passage  I  would 
then  be  in  the  Christmas  spirit. 
It's  the  truth  and  the  meaning  of 
the  passage  that  really  does  it. 

It  does  seem  onlv  fitting  that 
the  angels  would  appear  to 
humble  shepherds  with  this 
"glad  tiding  of  great  joy."  In  the 
darkness  of  the  night  this  shin¬ 
ing  imagery  of  angels  must 
have  been  blinding  to  say  the 
least.  They  were  minding  their 
business  when  God  broke 


through.  Remember,^^^^! 
one  of  the  purposes  of^^HH 
the  shepherds  was  to^^^B 
care  for  the  flocks  Jim  P 
which  would  be  used 
to  offer  as  sacrifices  unto  the 
Lord  in  the  temple.  To  be  made 
aware  that  soon  their  jobs 
would  be  in  danger  may  have 
been  God's  wav  of  personally 
expressing  his  concern.  1  won¬ 
der  if  any  of  them  tendered 
their  resignation  when  they 
learned  of  the  Christ  child 
being  bom? 

All  people,  including  them¬ 
selves,  were  being  offered  a  gift 
from  God  which  would  result 
in  hearts  of  jov  (\’.  10).  After 
comforting  these  frightened 
shepherds  the  angel's  news 
moved  right  to  the  point.  "A 
Savior  has  been  bom  to  you; 


Jim  Phillips 


Explore  the  Bible 

A  supernatural  disclosure 

Matthew  16:13-20 


just  who  is  Jesus  of 
Nazareth?  From  the  Twelve  to 
Pontius  Pilate,  people  have 
asked  this  question.  In  fact, 
Jesus  himself  asked  this  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  TweK'e  one  day. 

The  Big  Question  (16:13-15). 
Jesus  had  just  arri\'ed  in  the 
region  of  Caesarea  Philippi, 
about  thirty-five  miles  nortn  of 
the  Sea  of  Galilee.  He  wanted 
to  know  what  opinion  the 
Twelve  had  of  him.  Rather  than 
simply  ask  them  for  their  opin¬ 
ion,  he  led  them  into  the  discus¬ 
sion  by  first  asking  them  what 
others  were  saving.  He  knew 
that  people  admired  him  and 
venerated  him.  People  might 
not  be  inclined  to  tell  their  true 
pinion  to  Jesus.  Perhaps  the 
Twelve  were  closer  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  had  heard  what  they 


were  sav  ing. 

The  reader  will 
notice  that  three  opin- 
ions  were  popular 
among  the  masses.  Some 
thought  that  Jesus  was  John  the 
Baptist.  The  crowds  were 
aware  of  Herod's  execution  of 
John.  Many  surely  remem¬ 
bered  how  John  had  preached  a 
baptism  of  repentance  and  had 
openly  challenged  the  religious 
authorities  who  presented 
themselves  for  baptism  without 
having  altered  their  lifestyles. 
They  knew  that  John  had  bap¬ 
tized  Jesus  and  then  had  faded 
into  the  background.  Many 
people  were  sorry  that  John 
bad  died  prematurely,  believ¬ 
ing  that  (jod  had  important 
work  for  him  to  do.  As  a  result, 
some  thought  that  Jesus  may 


he  is  Christ  the  Lord." 

I  am  not  so  certain 
that  they  immediately 
understood  everything 
that  the  angels  told 
them.  I  do  believe,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  w^alk  to 

^Bethlehem  gave  them 
time  to  think  out  loud 
and  begin 'to  put  the 
tillips  new's  in  perspective. 

The  glorious  host  of 
angels  (vvl3-  14)  would  have 
to  nave  had  an  impact.  Don't 
you  just  know  that  this  band  of 
angels  W’as  w^aiting  for  that  first 
angel  to  bring  the  shepherds 
the  news  so  that  with  unre¬ 
strained  praise  they  could  set 
the  heavens  singing?  Note  that 
following  that  heavenly  orches¬ 
tration,  tbe  shepherds  quickly 
moved  in  response  to  theiV 
pounding  hearts  (v.  15-  lb). 
Their  hearts  were  not  disap¬ 
pointed.  They  looked  and  they 
found  "Mary  and  Joseoh  and 
the  baby  lying  in  the  m  mger." 

I'm  con\  inced  that  1 1  ■  shep¬ 
herds  immediately  bej:a  i  shar- 

have  been  John  come 
back  to  life. 

Some  thoL'g.it  Jesus 
was  Elijah,  he  Old 
Testament  prophet. 
•Malachi  4;"  suggests 
that  God  vciild  send 
Elijah  to  ea  ti  prior  to 
the  Day  of  tl  t  Lord.  Thq 
Jews  had  co  n  .*  to  expect 
Bishop  that  the  Mt  -siah  would 
not  be  sent  intil  Elijah 
first  appeared.  Jes  identified 
John  the  Baptist  ai  ;he  second 
Elijah.  Still,  some  tl  ought  that 
Jesus  was  Elijah. 

Others  though  t  that  Jesus 
simply  w'as  a  grea:  urophet  like 
Jeremiah  or^Arro>.  Though 
many  Jew's  :hoi  ght  that  the 
period  of  God  s  revelation 
through  tht  prop  nets  had  come 
to  a  close,  o.her.  thought  that 
Jesus  stood  in  line  W'ith  the 
other  great  prophets. 

After  gerting  the  opinions 
that  others  had  given  to  the 
Twelve,  Jesus  asked  for  their 
opinion.  He  forced  them  to 
tnink  about  who  he  was  and 
also  to  tell  what  they  thought. 


Life  and  Work 

Gotta-have-it 

Ex.  20;  Josh.  7;  Rom.  7;  2  Cor.  8 


How  should  I  relate  to 
belongings?  What  if  I  selfishly 
want  to  keep  what  is  mine  and 
at  the  same  time  desire  to  have 
another  person's  possessions? 
That  is  covetousness! 

Do  not  covet  (Ex.  20:17).  The 
Holman  Bible  Dictionary 
defines  covet  as  "the  inordinate 
desire  to  pos.sess  what  belongs 
to  another,  usually  tangible 
things;  an  ungoverned  and  self¬ 
ish  d  esire  which  threatens  the 
basic  right  of  others."  God  com¬ 
manded  His  people  not  to 
covet.  The  previous  four  com¬ 
mandments  dealt  W'ith  out¬ 
ward  actions,  this  comrpand- 
ment  fiKuses  on  a  person's  feel¬ 
ings,  desires,  and  motives. 


defeated  in  battle.  God  told 
Joshua  to  find  the  person 
who  had  stolen  and 
deceived.  When  Joshua 
confnmted  Achan  (v.l9), 
he  confessed  to  coveting 
and  taking  a  beautiful  gar¬ 
ment,  gold,  and  silver. 
TEjnee  important  verbs  in 
God.  When' we  envy  verse  21  express  Achan's 

someone  else's  job,  Cynthia  Douglas  P^^ogression  of  sin:  "I  saw,  1 
money,  family,  or.  •  *  coveted,  I  took."  As  a 

opportunity,  then  we  are  covet-  result,  Achan,  his  family,  and  his 


Everything  we 
have  is  a  gift  from 


ing.  To  covet  is  to  never  be  sat¬ 
isfied  with  what  we  have,  and 
to  want  what  others  have.  This 
can  grow  into  envy  and  hatred. 
It  can  result  in  sinful  actions 
against  others.  God  was  very 
plain;  He  said:  "Do  not  covet.'’ 

The  progression  of  covetous¬ 
ness  (Josh.  7:1,19-21).  Achan 
knew  he  vx’as  disobeying  God 
w'hen  he  took  the  devoted 
things.  As  a  result,  Gcxd  was  very 
angry  (vl).  Asa  result  of  Achan  s 
covetousness,  the  Israelites  were 


coveted,  I  took."  As  a 
result,  Achan,  his  family,  and  his 
possess  ons  were  destroyed. 

When  we  see  something  w'e 
desire  which  belongs  to  some¬ 
one  else,  we  must  place  that 
impulse  under  God^s  control. 
The  progression  of  covetous¬ 
ness  IS  deadly!  Remember  onlv 
Jesus  can  satisfy  the  soul. 

The  , destructive  nature  of 
covetousness  (Rom.  7:7-11). 
Paul  urged  the  Christians  in 
Rome  to  serve  Christ  in  the 
Spirit.  He  described  four  char¬ 
acteristics  of  sin's  destructive 


ing  the  "^ood  news"  with  those 
surrounding  the  stable  there  in 
Bethlehem  (vv.  17-  18).  What 
must  that  testimony  have 
sounded  like?  There's  nothing 
like  an  e.xcited  heart  trying  to 
express  to  others  about  a  fresh 
experience  with  the  living  God. 
That  just  may  be  the  best  gift 
you  can  give  this  Christmas  by 
telling  them  about  the  Savior! 

Have  you  ever  wondered  for 
yourself  that  this  might  be  the 
thristmas  that  you  receive  the 
best  gift  that  you  could  possi¬ 
bly  receive?  The  gift  I  refer  To  is 
that  of  salvation.  While  you're 
still  pondering  what  you  might 
give  or  receive  this  vear,  maybe 
you  need  to  ponder  like  the 
shepherds  what  God  might  be 
trying  to  show  you.  In  our  text, 
the  shepherds  both  "heard  and 
saw"  wnat  it  was  God  was  gix  - 
ing  to  them  (\.  20).  Their  jo\ 
was  obvious  and  their  lives 
were  never  the  same.  You  see, 
they  found  out  that  God  often 
gets  our  attention  not  just  to 
judge  our  sins  but  to  otfer  his 

The  Right  Answer  (16:16). 
Peter  usually  proved  to  be 
spokesman  for  the  group,  and 
this  occasion  was  no  exception. 
Peter's  fesponso  was  a  brilliant 
affirmation  of  faith,  known  bv 
scholars  as  the  Cae.sarean 
Confession.  Peter  stated  for  the 
group  that  they  believ  ed  Jesus 
to  be  more  than  anv  of  the 
above-named  people.  He  was 
the  Christ,  the  .Messiah,  the 
unique  Son  of  God.  There  were 
many  prophets,  but  Jesus  was 
in  a  class  of  his  own. 

The  Wonderful  Affirmation 
(16:17-19).  Jesus  responded  to 
Peter's  confession  by  congratu¬ 
lating  him,  in  a  way,  that  he  had 
come  to  this  conclusion. 
Peter's  opinion  was  not  gotten 
by  hearsay  or  popular  vote. 
Instead,  God  had  revealed  to 
Peter  who  Jesus  was.  Jesus 
even  commended  the  faith  of 
Peter  by  saying  that  it  was 
^on  faith  such  as  Peter's  that 
Cnrist's  church  would  be  built. 
This  faith  can  lead  one  to  make 
great  sacrifices,  even  one's  life, 
for  the  kingdom  if  necessary. 


nature:  sin  seizes  the  opportuni¬ 
ty,  sin  deceives  the  person,  sin 
brings  forth  all  kinds  of  co\'- 
etousness,  and  sin  ends  in  spiri¬ 
tual  death.  God  gave  the  law  to 
man  to  reveal  the  nature  of 
human  sin.  Paul  testified  how 
in  his  own  life  he  was  physical¬ 
ly  alive  but  sin  had  deceived 
and  killed  him  spiritually  (v.ll). 
Paul  said  his  understanding  of 
sin  came  from  the  law  ana  he 
specifically  referred  to  the  sin  of 
coveting  (v,7),.  j;he.-destructive 
nature  of  co,vetousness  leads  to 
dissatisfaction,  stealing,  even  to 
murder.  God  gave  the  law  to 
bring  happiness  in  obedience 
but  when  sin  reigns,  the  law 
brings  misery  and  death. 

Generosity:  the  antithesis  of 
covetousness  (2  Cor.8:l-4). 

Antithesis  means  the  exact  oppo¬ 
site,  thus  genen>sity  is  the  cfirect 
opposite  of  covehng.  In  this  pas¬ 
sage,  Paul  is  commending  the 
Macedonian  churches  for  being 


help  in  the  midst  of  our  situa¬ 
tion.  The  shepherds  weren't 
anymore  expecting  a  personal 
message  from  God  than  you 
might  be  now.  But  then  that's 
how  God  often  works. 

God's  invitation  to  all  of  us 
at  Christmas  is  to  come  and  see 
for  ourselves  what  God  has 
done  for  us.  If  he  would  make 
his  appeal  to  simple  shepherds 
in  a  field,  he  would  also  come 
to  you  and  me  wherev  er  we  are 
vvith  the  message  of  good  news. 
No  one  is  outside  the  realm  of 
his  invitation.  Truth  is,  the  mes¬ 
sage  has  been  delivered  to  us 
all.  It's  now  up  to  us  to 
acknowledge  Gocl's  gift  of  sal¬ 
vation  and  grace  by  receiving 
the  gift.  This  Christmas,  don't 
be  one  \\  ho  only  goes  about 
giving  gifts  but  also  ne  one  who 
can  equally  receive  a  gift.  .No 
greater  gift  could  be  ottered  to 
you  this  Christmas  than  the  one 
God  offers  vou  in  his  Son. 

P//i7//;>.s  /.s  pastor.  North 
Crceiiu'ood  Church,  Crcciiwood. 


The  Curious  Charge  (16:20). 
One  of  the  puzzling  aspects  of 
Jesus'  teaching  is  the  secrecv. 
Books  have  been  written  inves¬ 
tigating  the  messianic  secret  in 
the  gospels.  Some  people  say 
Jesus  was  nsing  reverse  psv'- 
chology  on  the  Twelve,  know¬ 
ing  tliat  people  usuallv  ceil 
what  we  have  been  fold  in 
secret.  Others  say  that  Jesu.'- 
did  not  want  his  secret 
revealed  yet,  but  later.  Others 
say  that  Jesus  wanted  people  to 
learn  for  themselves  of  his 
messianic  nature  rather  than 
being  told  by  the  Twelve. 
Whatever  his  reason,  Jesus  sur¬ 
prised  the  Twelve  by  telling 
them  not  to  tell  who  he  was. 

Who  is  Jesus  to  you?  A 
good  preacher?  A  prophet? 
Some  mysterious  figure  from 
the  past  who  your  friends  say 
dieci  for  your  sins?  One  of  the 
most  important  questions  you 
will  ever  answer  is  this  one. 
Who  is  he? 

Bishop  teaches  philosophy  and 
religion  at  Jones  County  Junior 
College,  Ellisville. 


generous  while  being  in  extreme 
poverty.  Because  of  God's  grace, 
they  were  able  to  help  others  in 
ne^.  Why  do  adults  have  diffi¬ 
culty  being  generous  today? 
Some  reasons  are  selfishness, 
insensitiv  ity  to  the  plight  of  oth¬ 
ers,  too  deeply  in  personal  debt, 
ignorance  of'  God's  teachings, 
and  ev'en  covetousness! 
Hebrews  13:5  says:  "Let  your 
conduct  be  without  covetous¬ 
ness,  be  content  with  such  things 
as  you  have.  For  He  Himself  has 
said,  'I  will  never  leave  you  nor 
forsake  you.'"  When  believers 
grasp  the  full  impact  of  God's 
amazing  grace,  they  are  empow¬ 
ered  to  set  new  priorities  in  their 
liv'es.  As  the  hymn  says:  "All  to 
Jesus  I  surrender,  all' to  Him  I 
freely  give."  The  antithesis  of 
"Gotta  nave  it"  is  "Because  I  am 
a  child  of  the  King,  1  will  share  all 
of  my  inheritance!" 

Douglas  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Columbus. 


90-year-old  still  teaching  Sunday  School 


By  Chip  Alford 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 


Shop,  a  business  sandwiched  try  to  improve  myself,  learn  93.  While  she  now  has  more 
between  a  martial  arts  school  something  new."  free  time  on  her  hands,  Esther, 

and  a  bowling  alley  and  named  Toward  that  end,  Esther's  who  has  no  plains  to  retire,  is 

after  a  mece  who  "had  the  pret-  also  completed  several  disci-  hardly  sitting  still.  She  likes  to 
tiest  hair  you've  ever  seen. '  pleship  courses  in  recent  years,  travel,  has  visited  Mexico, 
Business  isn't  the  only  com-  mclucfing  "MasterLife,"  which  Alaska,  Hawaii  and  Israel 
mitment  for  Esther.  A  devoted,  she  said  helped  her  "really  find  twice.  She'd  still  like  to  visit 
active  member  of  First  Baptist  myself;"  "The  Mind  of  Christ;"  Australia  and  Scotland,  her  late 
Church  of  Adrian,  she's  taught  and  "Experiencing  God."  father's  birthplace, 

children's  Sunday  school  for  Esther  knows  aoout  commit-  Oh  yeah,  m  addition  to  her 
70  jcars.  ment  in  her  personal  life,  too.  business  and  church  responsi- 

'I  just  felt  like  the  Lord  led  She  was  married  only  seven  bilities,  she  also  sells  antiques 
to  do  it,"  she  Mys,  smiling.  years  to  her  late  husband,  Troy,  on  the  side. 

"I've  always  liked  children  when  he  was  diamosed  with  a  Asked  if  she  had  advice  for 

and  I  never  had  any  of  my  own.  brain  tumor  in  1933.  healthful  longevity,  Esther 

So,  I  j^ess  this  kind  of  helped  "It  was  quite  a  shock.  He  replied,  "Get  in  witih  the  Lord 
me  fin  that  gap.  had  to  have  surgery  and  it  and  do  something.  You'll  be 

"And  because  I've  had  to  affected  his  speech."  much  happier.  Td  be  a  couch 

study  and  prepare  all  these  Other  than  "uh  huh"  or  "uh  potato,  too,  if  I  didn't  have 
years,  it's  also  helped  me  deep-  uh,"  Troy  never  spoke  again  sometl^g  to  do." 
en  myself  in  the  Bible."  and  could  only  point  at  words  Probably  the  best  descrip- 

Currently  department  direc-  and  pictures  in  magazines  or  tion  of  Esther  can  be  found  on  a 
tor  for  the  first  and  second  grade  phone  books  to  communicate.  poster  hung  on  the  light  green 
class,  Esther  still  loves  working  Eventually,  Esther  helped  concrete  wall  in  her  Sunday 

with  kids  and  they  love  Esther.  her  husband  become  trained  to  school  room.  A  teddy  bear 

A  visit  to  her  classroom  on  sell  and  repair  refrigerators,  decked  out  in  sunglasses  and  a 
Sunday  morning  confirms  that,  accompanying  him  on  deliver-  tie-dyed  T-shirt  is  accompanied 
Whether  its  working  with  a  ies  so  she  could  communicate  by  the  caption,  "I'm  a  heaven- 
young  girl  on  a  memory  verse  with  the  customers.  made  original;  a  one-of-a-kind- 

from  the  "Bible  Learners"  Life  Troy  lived  almost  60  years  design." 

&  Work  quarterly,  sending  her  before  his  death  in  1991  at  age  So  is  Esther. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Churches  are  scandalously 
short  of  Bible  teachers,  especial¬ 
ly  for  children's  and  preschool 
classes. 


SETTING  THE  STANDARD 


Esther  Catron  helps  laime  Van  Slyke 
learn  a  Scripturr*  memory  verse  during  Sunday  School  on  a  recent 
Sunday  morning  at  First  Church,  Adrian,  Mo.  Catron  is  still  going  strong 
after  70  years  of  teaching  Sunday  Schcx)l.  (BP  photo  by  )im  Veneman) 

In  today's  "don't  bother  us, 
we  don't  want  to  commit"  soci¬ 
ety,  a  90-year-old  Mo.  woman 
shcks  out  like  a  sore  thumb. 

Diminutive,  white-haired 
and  sparkling-eyed,  Esther 
Catron  is  a  life  force  that's 
impKJSsible  to  ignore.  She's  lived 
almost  all  of  her  nine  decades  in 
Adrian,  a  rural  farming  commu¬ 
nity  with  fewer  than  2,000  resi¬ 
dents,  about  an  hour's  drive 
OCGI  AQVU,  I^nsas  City.  Most  of 

^  the  locals  know  her  simply  as 

j  WH  OCG  "Esther,"  or  "Auntie  Catron." 

For  more  than  60  years, 
GAZA  BCDVAO,  Esther  has  been  owner/opera- 

tor  of  Darlene's  Beauty  and  Gift 


We  recently  learned  that  our  and  adoptive  parents  to  under¬ 
soil  and  his  girlfriend  gave  up  a  stand  how  diey  would  react  to 
baby  for  adoption  umile  they  such  an  experience  in  their 
ivere  in  college,  and  my  wife  lives.  Maintaining  a  strong 
wants  to  find  our  grandchild.  Is  prayer  life  during  ^  time  can- 
that  a  good  idea  ?  not  be  overemphasized. 

You  must  think  this  I  will  have  health  problems  for 

tlyough  as  thoroughly  as  pos-  the  rest  of  my  life  because  of  sins 
sibie.  Finding  your  grand-  I  havi  committed.  Why  is  God 
child  can  be  exciting,  but  punishing  me  so  harshly? 
doing  so  has  the  ^tential  of 

stirring  new  and  different  There  are  powerful  entities 

emotioris  not  only  for  you  and  in  nature  that  gain  entry  into 
your  wife,  but  also  for  your  our  lives  and  bodies  when  we 
son,  the  child,  and  the  adop-  sin.  It's  unfortunate  that  our 
tive  family.  You  should  be  mcxJem  depictions  of  sin  do 
prepared  for  the  possibility  not  stress  this  fact.  Your  health 
that  your  efforts  will  be  problems  are  the  natural  con- 
viewed  by  those  people  as  an  sequence  of  sin.  You  can  view 
intrusion  and  not  a  blessing,  your  problems  as  divine  pun- 
Here  are  some  questions  you  ishment,  but  in  reality  they  are 
must  ask  yourself  and  your  the  result  of  the*  sm  nature 
wife;  discuss  with  your  son;  against  which  every  one  of  us 
and  seek  God's  answers  in  conhnually  struggles.  It's  true 
prayer  before  you  begin  this  that  God  can  remove  your  sin 
search;  consequences  if  he  decides  to 

—  What  are  the  true  rea-  do  so,  but  it's  also  true  that  he 

sons  you  want  to  locate  the  can  help  you  adjust  to  your  sit- 
‘^Eild.  uation  and  learn  from  your 

—  What  reaction  will  the  mistakes  in  order  to  become  a 

child  have?  more  obedient  servant.  The 

—  What  will  be  the  impact  Apostle  Paul  was  given  a  simi- 

on  the  adoptive  family?  lar  thorn  in  his  flesh,  but  he 

—  How  does  your  son  feel  used  it  as  a  reminder  of  God's 

about  this?  grace  in  the  midst  of  the  great 

—  How  will  you  feel  after  discour^ements  in  his  min- 

the  child  is  found?  is^  (2  Cop.  12:7-10).  Likewise, 

Contact  a  Christian  adoption  l^ing  David  suffered  greatly 
agency  to  gain  insight  from  because  of  his  sins;  read  Psalm 
people  who  work  in  fliis  field.  51  to  understand  how  he  dealt 
Also,  talk  with  adc^ted  people  with  the  consequences. 


By  Charles  Maa 
copyriKht  1996 
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Farewell,  with  prayer 


R.P.  Sugg  (right),  retired  Chief  justice  of  the  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court  and  a  member  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  shares  a  word  of 
encouragement  with  new  missionaries  David  (left)  and  Maria 
Ortega  after  the  Dec.  8  missionary  appointment  service  at  First 
Church,  Jackson.  Sugg  is  the  father  of  Rob  Sugg,  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  to  Taiwan.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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LA  church  stresses  missions  accou 


By  Joe  Conway 

SBC  Brotherhood  Commission 


term  missionaries  by  the  score,  pline,"  Michael  Tafoya  said  of  course  that  would  see  Brady 
Twenty-four  adult  members  are  nis  missions  involvement,  regularly  commission  full-time 
currently  in  full-time  missions  "Those  people  pray  five  times  a  missionaries  from  among  its 
service  with  three  more  family  day.  They  showed  me  that  we  members,  came  to  the  church  as 
units  and  two  singles  likely  to  have  a  God  who  is  listening.  pastor  28  years  ago. 
be  appointed  this  year.  "He  wants  to  hear  us.  We  "My  Southern  Baptist  pastor 

Member  Helen  Chao  Harlan  have  a  prayer  life  built  around  influenced  me  to  go  to  Moody 
is  back  from  Asia  after  serving  our  schedules.  They  set  their  Bible  Institute,"  Wolf  explained, 
with  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  schedule  based  on  their  prayer  "They  have  a  motto  there,  'If 
from  1992-94.  Newly  married,  life,"  he  said.  churches  were  doing  their  job, 

she  plans  a  return  to  the  field  to  Beatrix  Histand  said  her  Moody  would  not  be  necessary.' 
continue  full-time  work  with  Indonesian  mission  experience  "In  the  New  Testament, 
her  husband.  gave  her  a  new  perspective  on  what  they  reproduced  was 

"The  Lottie  ^Moion  -^upfrort  her  Lord.  "It  showed  me  how  churches,"^  he  continued.  "The 
was  a  big  part  of  my  ability  to  big  God  i^s  and  how  small  I  am.  concept  of  reproducibility,  the 
minister  in  Asia.  I  had  gone  on  God  is  working  in  lives  all  over  church  as  a  seminary,  comes 
two  short-term  missions  before  the  world,"  Histand  said.  For  from  many  influences,  but  I 
where  we  raised  our  own  sup-  the  third  member  of  the  trio,  had  a  personal  conviction  to 
port.  Through  the  Lottie  Moon  following  God's  call  was  the  mobilize  the  church  to  fulfill 
giving,  1  was  able  to  fully  con-  ■  •  • 

centrate  on  the  work.  I  really 
benefited  from  that,"  she  said. 

"I  want  to  thank  people  for 
praying  and  giving.  I  know  a 
lot  of  people  say  .they  don't 
know  where  their  money  goes, 
but  I  can  tell  you,  it  helps 
spread  the  gospel. 

"Because  of  my  ethnic  back¬ 
ground,  I  was  able  to  go  places 
that  .other  missionaries  could 
not  go.  I  will  always  remember 
a  man  who  came  to  hear  us.  He 
had  walked  for  four  hours  to 
hear  the  preaching.  I  asked  him 
if  there  was  anything  we  could 


The  Church  on  Brady  takes 
a  no-nonsense  approach  to  mis¬ 
sions.  Basically,  if  you're  a 
Christian,  youre  involved  in 
world  evangelization. 

"The  people  God  wants  to 
use  are  in  every  church. 
Equipping  and  training  the 
prople  God  has  given  you  is 
crihcal  to  the  mission  of  the 
church,"  Carol  Davis,  director 
of  ministries  for  Brady  said. 


Published  Since  1877 


December  19, 1996 
VoL.  120 
No.  45 


WUai  Jlottie  Mooh  <fi^ 


A  Lottie  Moon  of  $5  can 

^  provide  a  pidr  of  shoes  for  an  orphan  diild  in  Bulgaria. 
♦  rent  a  projector  to  show  the  Jesus  film  in  f^ya. 

A  Lottie  Moon  of  $50  can  ' 

two  evwtgelistic  videos  in  Guatemala. 


bring  him. 

"He  said,  'Just  bring  us  the 
word  of  God.'  He  comd  have 
asked  for  anything.  I  want  peo¬ 
ple  to  know  that  their  giving 
makes  a  difference,"  she  said. 

Short-term  teams  have  also 
been  embarking  from  Brady 
There  is  no  other  cation  for  since  1978.  Three  young  adult 
e  dynamic  congregation  of  members  just  returned  from  a 
0  in  east  Los  Angela  which  22-day  trip  to  Indonesia. 

[\ds  out  full-time  and  short-  "I  learned  a  lot  at>out  disci- 


READY  TO  GO  —  Helen  Harlan  (center)  and  her  husband  speak 


with  a  fellow  member  of  The  Church  on  Brady  following  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices.  The  couple  plan  to  serve  as  overseas  workers  in  Asia.  Helen 
Harlan  spent  hvo  years  as  a  missionary  with  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  supported  by  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering.  (BP  photo 


25  cof^  of  "Surviiml  Kit  for  New  Ouistians"  in 
man  l£u^;uage  to  difc4>le  new  believers  in 


g^efS^can 
IVD  monoa  mctcid 
nr^dtae  in  Enihee. 


What's  in  the 
Record  ~ 


penimenitiMuid 

Mdch  pipii 


R<^al  Ambassadors  of  Second  Avenue  Church,  Laurel,  sell 
loaves  of  homemade  bread  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  Foreign  Missions.  The  group  raises  over  $2(K)  to  apply  toward 
the  churm's  goal  of  ^,900. 


Warren  nix< 


Tackling  hgUday  blues 


Historic  Palestine  Church,  Hinds-Madison  Association,  bums 
to  tlw  ground.  Oiganixed  in  1821  as  a  communiw  church  for  ^1 
Christians,  it  became  a  Baptist  church  in  1827  andT  hosted  the  sec¬ 
ond  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Churches 


To  missions 


Latest  estimates  show  that  Southern  Baptist  Simday  Schools 
will  reach  a  record  high  in  1946  with  3,750,373  enrolled  —  a  gain 
of  225,063  for  the  year.  Trainii^  Union  enrollment  climbed  99,141 
during  the  year  to  reach  802,47^. 


hrlstmas 


From  Churches  with  Love 


The  implausibility  of  the  Christmas  story 


Thiy  ly  the  birth  o*  Jesuy 
:.ime  about:  Hi>  mother  Mary  was 
pled^^ed  to  be  married  to  Joseph, 
but  before  they  came  together,  she 
was  *ound  to  Be  ivith  chM  through 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Because  Joseph  her 
husband  was  a  righteous  man  and 
did  not  want  to  expose  her  to  pub¬ 
lic  disgrace,  he  'uid  in  mind  to 
divorce  her  quietly. 

But  after  he  had  considered  this, 
an  angel  of  the  L.'rd  appeared  to 
him  in  a  dream  and  said,  "Joseph. 

Ison  of  David,  do  not  be 
afraid  to  t.ike  .\hirv  home 
as  your  woe.  because  what 
IS  conceived  in  her  is  from 
the  Holy  Spirit.  She  will 
give  birth  to  a  .sotu  and 


the  HoI\  Spirit  s  DN'A? 

The  phvsician  would  p>osit 
that  a  child  bom  in  that  era 
under  such  unsteriie.  primitive 
conditions  probably  didn't  sur- 
vi\  e  \  er\  lon^  an\'\\  av. 

The  histonan  would  assert 
the  tact  that  no  one  is  absolute- 
h’  sure  what  time  of  vear  —  or 
e\  en  the  year  itself  —  that  Jesus 
was  bom. 

The  lawyer  would  demand 
that  Mar\-  submit  to  a  physical 
examination  to  disprove  her 
incredulous  claim  that  she  was 
pregnant  and  a  virgin  at  the 
same  time. 

The  atheist  would  argue  that 
since  thete  is  no  God,  there  can 
be  no  Son  of  God. 

The  sleep  researcher  would 
attest  that  since  dreams  are 
nothing  more  than  the  brain 
randomly  misfiring  during 
unconscious  rest.  Joseph's 
vision  meant  nothing. 

The  abortionist  would  sav... 
well,  we  know  what  the  abor- 
honist  would  sav. 

No  reasonable  explanation 
can  be  found  in  science  for  the 
events  surrounding  Jesus' 
birth,  so  why  should  we  believe 
the  Bible  account?  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God;  that  tXiring  this  time  of  seeming- 

In  a  word  —  faith.  Jesus  came  into  this  world  ly  endless  gift-giving,  be  sure 

The  righteousness  of  the  exactly  as  the  Bible  describes;  your  gifts  really  count  for  some- 
gospel  message  is  grounded  in  afid  that  Jesus  is  everything  the  thing.  Give  your  faith  to  those 
faith  (Rom.  1:17).  We  derive  our  Bible  says  he  is.  who  really  need  it,  and  mve 

faith  from  acceptog  that  mes-  There  are  people  who  live  as  your  money  to  the  Lottie  Nfoon 
sage  (Rom.  10:17),  not  by  what  if  they  believe  every  word  of  Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign 
we  sense  in  our  natural  world  that  statement.  They  call  them-  Missions  so  every  unsaved  per- 
(2  Cor.  5:8).  selves  Christians.  son  on  the  globe  can  hear  about 

We  must  cover  with  faith  At  this  special  time  of  year  in  Jesus  before  he  comes  again  — 
evervthing  we  hold  to  be  true  the  Christian  world,  be  sure  to  and  he  is  coming. 

(2  Ch.  20:20).  We  knowj*  that  make  special  time  to  share  your  Our  Lord  has  asked  us  to 
with  faith,  nothing  is  impossi-  faith  with  someone  who  does-  share  both  our  faith  and  our 
ble  (Matt.  17:20,  Mark  ll:l2).  n't  know  Jesus  as  the  Christ,  resources  with  a  lost  world. 

Faith  is  understanding  that  Show  them  by  word  and  deed  After  what  he  did  for  us,  it's 
we  cannot  understand  every-  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas,  the  least  we  can  do  for  him. 

thing  (Heb  11:3),  and  yet  we  - - - - - - - —I — 

must  still  be  willing  to  turn  I 

control  of  our  lives  over  to  God  ^  IMIlWiy  MWgBu 

11  fiaoriT  p^mfpiamm^tkc.  26.  Dut to OmfUknd 

vw  htl?  he 

^vs  he  is  in  his  Word;  that  i' 'I  m  te*lwBe%s. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Ijyonder  for  a 
X  moment  how 
implausible  such  a  con¬ 
cept  must  appear  to  the 
purelv  scientific  mind. 

who  could  possibly 
believe  a  1,000  vear-old 
collection  of  5,(XX)  year-^ld  ver¬ 
bal  histories,  the  origins  of 
which  cannot  be  verified 
beyond  a  reasonable  doubt, 
would  foretell  the  coming  of  a 
-Messiah  and  then  ascribe  the 
fulfillment  of  that  prophecv  to 
the  obscure,  apparently  ille^ti- 
mate  birth  of  a  Jewish  common¬ 
er  in  a  backwater  Middle  East 
town  before  there  w’as  even  a 
decent  calendar? 

The  biologist  would  explain 
that  except  for  parthenogenesis 
in  some  lower  plant  and  animal 
forms,  no  creature  on  earth  ever 
came  into  existence  without  the 
sexual  union  of  a  male  and  a 
female  of  the  same  species. 

The  geneticist  would  ask, 
since  everv  person  must  receive 
half  his  deoxyribonucleic  acid 
(DNA)  from  his  mother  and 
half  from  his  father,  where  was 
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'TTte  Baptist  World  Allicmce 

X  (BWA)  is  the  extension  of 
the  local  church  into  the  whole 
world.  BWA  imites  188  Baptist 
conventions/ unions  (including 
the  Southern  B^tist  Conven¬ 
tion)  and  153,00(J  local  congre¬ 
gations  into  one  great  fellow¬ 
ship  of  love. 

Please  join  us  in  1997  in  con¬ 
tinuing  to  make  a  difference. 

BapHst  World  Aid  (BWAid) 
—  This  December,  Hutu  refugees 
in  Zaire  are  being  helped 
through  BWAid.  What  other 
organization  but  BWAid  could 
enable  Baptists  in  the  U5.A.  and 
Australia,  Canada,  Germanv, 
Great  Britain,  India,  South 
Africa,  and  Brazil,  etc.,  to  send 
relief  all  over  the  world? 

Thank  Gcxl  that  Baptists 
together  have  respondecf  this 
year  by  helping  those  in  need 
in  Cniatia  and  Bosnia,  India 
and  Bangladesh,  China  and 
Philippines,  Zimbabwe  and 
Angola,  Bulgaria  and  Rwanda, 
and  the  list  goes  on. 


i  Guest  Opinion 


BWA:  F,ull  Speed  Ahead 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Billie  Bucklev  Petal: 

Vickie  Ford,  Oli\e  Branch: 
Larry  Ciarner  lackson. 

Bill  Hardin.  Picavune: 

Dan  Howard  Wcxxiville;  • 
Ernest  Sadler,  Pascaxoula 
Debbie  Sills,  sec  retary 


By  Denton  Jjotz,  General  Secretary, 
Baptist  World  Alliance 


Evangelism  and  Education  missionary-receiving  countries  said  that  the  prayers  c 
—  .Millions  have  never  heard  are  now  sending  out  missionar-  believers  brought  dowi 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  fullness  ies  to  their  neighbors.  walls  of  communism, 

of  God  and  their  R^onciler  and  Communications  —  All  of  "Many  thought  the 

Peacemaker.  our  communications  are  de-  w  ould  never  fall,  but  w'e  li 

BWA,  through  evangelism  signed  to  keep  Baptists  globallv  against  it  and  it  w  as  rotte 
and  education,  has  enabled  informed,  intelligently  aware,  fdl  down.  The  prayers  ( 
Baptists  w  orldwide  to  come  and  spiritually  alert  to  ftie  neces-  believers  indeed 
together  to  study  and  pray  and  sit>-  to  pray  arid  work  for  Baptists  answered,"  he  said, 
then  go  out  to  work  to  reach  the  w  orldwid'e.  Praver  does  change  Never  before  has  BWA 
unreached  peoples  of  the  world,  things  and  make  a  difference.  up  against  so  many  di: 
in  what  we  calf  "World  A."  Fellowship  —  The  many  w’alls,  but  with  vour  sui 

What  a  joy  to  see  Nigerian  BWA-sponsored  conferences  prayers,  and  faith,  we  b 
Baptists  go  to  Ghana;  Brazilian  enable  a  netw  orking  of  sharing,  they  will  fall  down  b' 
Baptists  go  to  Angola;  Japan-  concern,  and  pravers  that  far  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  C 
ese  Baptists  go  ta  Thailand;  exceeds  our  ability  to  report.  For  more  information, 
Korean  Baptists  to  Bangladesh;  Friendships  develop  into  part-  tact  BWA  at  6733  Curran  5 
and  Indian  Baptists  to  Nepal.  nerships,  txxiks  are  sent,  part-  McLean,  Va.  22101- 
All  over  the  world,  former  nership  teams  encouraged,  and  Telephone:  (703)  790-8980 


Pmlmasler:  S«id  chan|^  of  address 
to  The  BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Bo» 
.S  )0,  lackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Send 
news,  communication,  and  address 
changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  lackson,  MS 
39205-0530  (601)  968-3800 
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